
The best investment

When I was a young boy, one of our
neighbors had a herd of dairy cows. One of
his cows died, leaving a newborn calf,
which he gave to me. I took care of the
calf, fed it, and raised it. The day my dad
took it to the stockyards to be sold was a
day of mixed emotions for me: I had
grown attached to my calf, and yet I was
looking forward to receiving the rewards
of my labor. My only request was that the
money I received from selling the calf be
in silver dollars. I remember Dad coming
home that night and dropping 20 silver
dollars into my hands. Money was hard to
come by, and I thought I had all the money
in the world. I counted, admired, and pol-
ished each coin carefully. When Sunday
came, I reluctantly put two shiny coins into
my pocket to pay my tithing. As hard as it
was to surrender my precious silver dollars
to the bishop, I still remember now how
good I felt being obedient to the Lord.

On the way home from church, my
mother told me how proud she was of me.
Then she said, “Your grandfather always
told us children that if we would faithfully
pay an honest tithing, the Lord would

bless us and it would be the best invest-
ment that we could ever make.”

My grandfather understood that
“there is a law, irrevocably decreed in
heaven before the foundations of this
world, upon which all blessings are predi-
cated—and when we obtain any blessing
from God, it is by obedience to that law
upon which it is predicated.”1 Tithing is a
commandment from God, and when we
obey His law, He is bound to bless us.
Even as a seven-year-old boy, that was
something I could understand. President
Thomas S. Monson, in speaking about
God’s laws, stated: “Violate them and we
suffer lasting consequences. Obey them
and we reap everlasting joy.”2

Promise for obeying law of tithing

You’ll remember that when Israel
was chastened for robbing God, the peo-
ple asked, “Wherein have we robbed
thee?” The answer came, “In tithes and
offerings.” And then the Israelites were
promised that if they would obey His law
of tithing, they would be entitled to re-
ceive His blessings. The Lord said, “Bring
ye all the tithes into the storehouse . . .
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water, and blood, and the spirit, which I
have made, and so became of dust a liv-
ing soul, even so ye must be born again
into the kingdom of heaven, of water,
and of the Spirit, and be cleansed by
blood, even the blood of mine Only Be-
gotten; that ye might be sanctified from
all sin . . . ; for by the water ye keep the
commandment; by the Spirit ye are justi-
fied, and by the blood ye are sanctified”
(Moses 6:59–60). In other words, the
baptism of repentance by water leads to
the baptism of the Spirit. The Spirit
brings the atoning grace of Christ, sym-
bolized by His blood, both to justify (or
pardon) our sins and to sanctify (or
cleanse) us from the effects of sin, mak-
ing us spotless and holy before God.

The scriptural record reports that
“Adam cried unto the Lord, and he was
caught away by the Spirit of the Lord,
and was carried down into the water, and
was laid under the water, and was
brought forth out of the water. And thus
he was baptized, and the Spirit of God
descended upon him, and thus he was
born of the Spirit, and became quickened
in the inner man. And he heard a voice
out of heaven, saying: Thou art baptized
with fire, and with the Holy Ghost. . . .
Behold, thou art one in me, a son of God;
and thus may all become my sons [and
daughters]” (Moses 6:64–66, 68).

2. See Ezra Taft Benson, “A Mighty Change
of Heart,” Ensign, Oct. 1989, 2–5.
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and prove me now herewith, saith the
Lord of hosts, if I will not open you the
windows of heaven, and pour you out a
blessing, that there shall not be room
enough to receive it.”3

The Lord asked Israel to prove Him,
to test Him, to have faith in Him so that
He would be able to keep His promise to
them. That same commandment and that
same promise are in effect today. When
we keep the law of the tithe, the Lord’s
promise is sure: blessings will come to us
both temporally and spiritually, according
to the wisdom and timing of the Lord.

My wife, Joan, and I have had the
privilege of living in various parts of the
world among wonderful people who rely
daily on the Lord for their most basic tem-
poral needs. Those who take the leap of
faith to pay their tithing testify that the
windows of heaven are opened to them. I
remember a faithful father in the Philip-
pines telling of paying his meager tithing
to the bishop one Sunday and then lead-
ing his children home from church, know-
ing full well that there was no food for
them. As they were walking along, a huge
breadfruit dropped from a tree right in
front of them. He immediately looked up
and thanked God for opening the win-
dows of heaven and sending him a bread-
fruit to feed his children.

We are living in challenging economic
times. However, if we look back over the
past years, we find there have been, and
will continue to be, times of relative pros-
perity and times of financial uncertainty.
But regardless of the circumstances in
which we find ourselves, if we first pay our
obligation to the Lord and then use wis-
dom and good judgment, the Lord will
help us manage the resources He has
given us.

Temporal and spiritual blessings

President Heber J. Grant stated, “I
want to say to you, if you will be honest
with the Lord, paying your tithing and
keeping His commandments, He will not

only bless you with the light and inspira-
tion of His Holy Spirit, but you will be
blessed in dollars and cents; you will be
enabled to pay your debts, and the Lord
will pour out temporal blessings upon you
in great abundance.”4

In 1936, at the height of the Great
Depression in the United States, when
people were struggling to make ends
meet, Elder John A. Widtsoe admonished
the Saints to pay their tithing because of
the spiritual blessings they would receive.
He said: 

“Obedience to the law of tithing . . .
brings a deep, inward joy . . . that can be
won in no other way. . . . The principles of
truth become clearer. . . . Prayer becomes
easier. . . . The spiritual sense is sharpened
[and] . . . man becomes more like his Fa-
ther in Heaven.”5

A mother in West Africa shared her
testimony about tithing. She was a trader
in a marketplace. Every day she would
come home, count out her tithing, and
put it in a special place. Then on Sunday
she would faithfully take it to her bishop.
She shared with us how her business had
grown and how her family had been
blessed with health and strength and
enough food to eat. Then with tears in her
eyes she said, “But the greatest blessings
of all are that my children love the Lord
and we are a forever family.”

This humble mother understood that
one of the great blessings of being a full-
tithe payer is the privilege of entering the
house of the Lord and participating in the
sacred ordinances that enable families to
be together forever.

As we faithfully pay our tithes, the
Lord will indeed open the windows of
heaven and pour us out a blessing, that
there shall not be room enough to receive
it. I want each of you to know, and espe-
cially my children and grandchildren, that
I know, as my grandfather did, that if you
always pay an honest tithing, the Lord will
bless you. It will be the best investment
you will ever make. Of this I testify in the
name of Jesus Christ, amen.
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Delighting in the things of the Lord

In the Book of Mormon, Nephi speaks
often of delight. He delights “in the things
of the Lord,” “in the scriptures,” and “in
the great and eternal plan” of our Father
in Heaven (see 2 Nephi 4:15–16; 11:2–8).
Notably, Nephi often remembers his
sources of delight in the midst of afflic-
tion, serving to lift and focus his spirit on
eternal blessings.

We too should delight in the things of
the Lord, for it will “lift” our hearts and
give us cause to “rejoice” (2 Nephi 11:8).
Let me mention a few of the things I de-
light in.

The Savior, the gospel, priesthood keys

I delight in our Savior, Jesus Christ.
Like Nephi, “I glory in my Jesus” (2 Nephi
33:6), in His ministering and saving roles
upon the earth. He provides light and
hope and has given us the Holy Ghost for
further guidance and comfort along the
pathway we should go. It is only through
Him that we can return to our Father.
“Salvation can come unto the children of
men, only in and through the name of
Christ” (Mosiah 3:17).

I delight in the restored gospel of
Jesus Christ, built upon the foundation of

apostles and prophets with whom I have
had the blessed opportunity to serve. I
testify that President Thomas S. Monson
is the Lord’s prophet on the earth today. I
delight that he is truly a Christlike minis-
ter to the one, reaching out in warmth and
love to each individual.

I delight in priesthood keys and tem-
ples that dot the earth, making available
to each of us eternal ordinances and
covenants. Some of my most celestial days
recently have been my own children’s tem-
ple marriages, with my father performing
that holy ordinance.

Strength of youth, divine identity

I delight in the strength of youth as I
see them throng the temples to do bap-
tisms for the dead. I love their worthy ad-
herence to the standards leading to the
temple and their preparation to be faith-
ful missionaries and righteous mothers
and fathers.

I delight that I am a daughter of
Heavenly Father, who loves me. I learned
of my divine identity in my earliest years at
my mother’s side. Just recently I saw my
then three-year-old granddaughter learn-
ing her identity from her mother. Eliza
had gone to bed distraught. She could be
comforted only as her mother again told
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President Monson

Thank you, brethren.
The choir and congregation will now

sing “How Firm a Foundation.” Sister
Susan W. Tanner, who was released yes-
terday as Young Women general presi-
dent, will then address us. Following her
remarks, President Boyd K. Packer, Presi-
dent of the Quorum of the Twelve Apos-
tles, will address us.

The choir and congregation sang
“How Firm a Foundation.”


