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Living and written scriptures

My dear brothers and sisters, it has
been a sacred privilege to join with you in
sustaining President Thomas S. Monson,
his counselors in the First Presidency,
and the Twelve Apostles as prophets,
seers, and revelators. I testify that prophets
“speak as they are moved upon by the
Holy Ghost.

“And whatsoever they shall speak
when moved upon by the Holy Ghost
shall be scripture, shall be the will of the
Lord, . . . and the power of God unto sal-
vation” (D&C 68:3–4).

As members of The Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-day Saints, we have the
benefit and blessing of living scripture as
declared by those sustained as prophets,
as well as canonized scripture found in the
Bible, the Book of Mormon, the Doctrine
and Covenants, and the Pearl of Great
Price. The prophet Nephi wrote, “My soul
delighteth in the scriptures, and my heart
pondereth them, and writeth them for the
learning and the profit of my children”
(2 Nephi 4:15). Written scripture, espe-
cially the Book of Mormon, brings us to
believe in God and “be reconciled unto
him through the atonement of Christ, his
Only Begotten Son” (Jacob 4:11).

The Book of Mormon as a witness

Several months ago a friend and I had
the opportunity of presenting a set of
scriptures to an associate who is not a

member of the Church. Knowing that this
might be a life-changing event for him—
and for us—we took the time to have his
name embossed on each volume. As we
presented these sacred records to him, we
could tell he was deeply moved by the sig-
nificance and sincerity of our offering. For
several minutes he examined each book
without speaking, rubbing his hand on the
cover and turning some of the pages.

Recognizing the importance of the
moment, we helped him turn to the title
page of the Book of Mormon and began
to explain that the Book of Mormon was
another testament, or witness, of Jesus
Christ. He then asked a question that all
missionary-minded members are anxious
to hear: “Why do we need additional wit-
nesses of Jesus Christ other than the
Bible?” Rather than responding quickly,
we asked him why he thought this might
be important. His answer seemed even
more inspired than his question. He sug-
gested that since there appeared to be so
many variations of the Bible and its teach-
ings, we needed some kind of clarifying
voice, something that would help us un-
derstand the Bible better. His observation
opened the door for us to share our feel-
ings and testimonies regarding both the
Bible and the Book of Mormon.

We began by expressing our devotion
and deep conviction to the doctrines and
teachings of the Bible, especially the New
Testament. Being able to read many of the
Savior’s words as He taught the gospel
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merciful. And in the end, repenting and
forgiving are among God’s chief require-
ments of us.

My pilgrimage back in time com-
pleted, I looked around upon those peace-
ful fields of Today and saw in their fertility
the promise of Tomorrow. I thought of my
friend Sergeant Arthur Cyrus Morris. I

thought of that fateful Palm Sunday of
Yesterday. And I was profoundly grateful
for the Redeemer of Easter morning, who
grants us life, whose descent below all
things makes possible our rising above all
things—Tomorrow, if we but seize Today.
In the name of Jesus Christ, amen.
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during His earthly ministry strengthens us,
helps us come to know Him, and teaches
us that we can become more like Him. We
then declared that, like the Bible, the
Book of Mormon is additional evidence
that God loves all of His children and has
provided a way for us to return and live
with Him once again. We spent the next
hour or so reviewing many aspects of the
Book of Mormon, including its history and
divine origin. Allow me to share a few of
the things we discussed.

A book with a promise

We first explained that the Book of
Mormon is a book with a promise. Al-
though its history is compelling by itself, it
is a book of scriptural significance that
should be received and read under the in-
fluence of the Holy Ghost. All who study
and ponder its teachings are given a
promise found in the last chapter of Mo-
roni (see Moroni 10:3–4) as well as in the
introduction to the Book of Mormon,
where we read: “We invite all men [and
women] everywhere to read the Book of
Mormon, to ponder in their hearts the
message it contains, and then to ask God,
the Eternal Father, in the name of Christ if
the book is true. Those who pursue this
course and ask in faith will gain a testimony
of its truth and divinity by the power of the
Holy Ghost.” We then spent several min-
utes teaching about prayer and how the
Holy Ghost can speak to our hearts and
confirm that the Book of Mormon is true.

A book with a purpose

Next we stated that the Book of Mor-
mon is a book with a purpose. From the
title page we read that the Book of Mor-
mon was “written by way of command-
ment” and “by the spirit of prophecy and
of revelation” to “come forth by the gift
and power of God” to the convincing of
each of us “that Jesus is the Christ, the
Eternal God.” In a personal expression of

this purpose, Nephi, as one of the authors
of the Book of Mormon, wrote, “The ful-
ness of mine intent is that I may persuade
men to come unto the God of Abraham,
and the God of Isaac, and the God of Ja-
cob, and be saved” (1 Nephi 6:4).

A book that teaches
the great plan of happiness

Additionally, we explained that the
Book of Mormon is a book that teaches
“the great plan of happiness” (Alma 42:8;
see also verses 5, 13, 31; 2 Nephi 9). In
profound yet understandable terms, the
Book of Mormon teaches the purpose of
life, from whence we came, and what hap-
pens when we die. We learn of faith in
Jesus Christ and His atoning sacrifice, of
repentance, of the importance of baptism
by immersion, and of the gift and power
of the Holy Ghost. By studying and feast-
ing upon the doctrines of the Book of
Mormon, we gain “a perfect brightness of
hope, and a love of God and of all men,”
with a desire to “endure to the end” that
we may “have eternal life” (2 Nephi 31:20).

A book that testifies
that Jesus is the Christ

Most importantly, we declared that
the Book of Mormon is a book that testi-
fies that Jesus is the Christ, the Savior of
the world. Great prophets throughout the
Book of Mormon have borne solemn wit-
ness that Jesus Christ is the Creator of
the earth (see Mosiah 3:8), the Redeemer
of mankind (see Helaman 5:9–12), the
Only Begotten of the Father (see 1 Nephi
11:18–21; Jacob 4:11). These Book of
Mormon prophets knew Him, as Abra-
ham and Moses did, and received and
taught His everlasting gospel. As we read
and study their words, we gain a deeper
understanding of the Savior’s matchless
love, His perfect life and example, and the
blessings of His great atoning sacrifice.
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A book that authenticates the
prophetic mission of Joseph Smith

We then testified that the Book of
Mormon is tangible evidence that Joseph
Smith was chosen by the hand of the Lord
to restore the Church of Jesus Christ to
the earth in these latter days. As stated in
the introduction to the Book of Mormon,
“Those who gain [a] divine witness from
the Holy Spirit [of the divinity of the Book
of Mormon] will also come to know by
the same power that Jesus Christ is the
Savior of the world, that Joseph Smith is
his revelator and prophet in these last
days, and that The Church of Jesus Christ
of Latter-day Saints is the Lord’s kingdom
once again established on the earth.”

Ever since Samuel Smith set out to
preach the gospel with a few first-edition
copies, the Book of Mormon has blessed
the lives of millions around the world. I
pray that we will continue to use the Book

of Mormon: Another Testament of Jesus
Christ to share the gospel message with
family and friends. If we do this, as was
the case with our dear friend, many will
respond with great interest to know more
about the life and mission of the Savior
and His great plan of happiness for each
of us.

I express my solemn witness that the
Book of Mormon is true. It is a book that
has brought about a mighty change in my
life. I know that God lives. Jesus is the
Christ. His gospel has been restored to
the earth. President Thomas S. Monson is
His prophet and living oracle at this time.
The spirit I feel as I daily read, ponder,
and pray about the Book of Mormon
strengthens my understanding and testi-
mony of these things and reaffirms to me
that they are true. I humbly share this tes-
timony and my personal witness with you
in the name of Jesus Christ, amen.

Elder M. Russell Ballard
Daughters of God

Brothers and sisters, recently my wife,
Barbara, had back surgery and could not
lift, twist, or bend. Consequently, I have
done more lifting, twisting, and bending
than ever before—and it has made me
more appreciative of what women, and es-
pecially you mothers, do every day in our
homes.

While women live in homes under
many different circumstances—married,
single, widowed, or divorced, some with
children and some without—all are be-
loved of God, and He has a plan for His
righteous daughters to receive the highest
blessings of eternity.

This afternoon I want to focus my
remarks primarily on mothers, particu-
larly on young mothers.

The role of motherhood

As a young father I learned the de-
manding role of motherhood. I served as
a counselor and then as bishop for a pe-
riod of 10 years. During that time we were
blessed with six of our seven children.
Barbara was often worn out by the time I
got home Sunday evening. She tried to ex-
plain what it was like to sit on the back
row in sacrament meeting with our young
family. Then the day came that I was re-
leased. After sitting on the stand for 10
years, I was now sitting with my family on
the back row.

The ward’s singing mothers’ chorus
was providing the music, and I found my-
self sitting alone with our six children. I
have never been so busy in my whole life. I
had the hand puppets going on both hands,
and that wasn’t working too well. The
Cheerios got away from me, and that was


