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Fighting the war against evil

I speak tonight to my brethren of the
Aaronic Priesthood. It is my desire to help
you more deeply appreciate who you are,
what your purpose in life is, and how you
may succeed in accomplishing that pur-
pose.

You have come into the world at a
most significant time. We are entering the
final stages of a great war. This war com-
menced before the foundations of the
world and has been pursued with awful
consequence throughout the world’s his-
tory. I speak of the war between the fol-
lowers of Christ and all those who deny
Him as their God.1

John the Revelator wrote concerning
this war:

“And there was war in heaven: Mi-
chael and his angels fought against the
dragon; and the dragon fought and his 
angels,

“And prevailed not; neither was their
place found any more in heaven.

“And the great dragon was cast out,
that old serpent, called the Devil, and Sa-
tan, which deceiveth the whole world: he
was cast out into the earth, and his angels
were cast out with him.”2

It was Satan who instigated this pre-
mortal war. He did so by rebelling against
our Father’s plan of salvation for His chil-
dren and rejecting the Christ, who was
designated to effectuate the plan. Tragi-
cally, a third of our Father’s children fol-
lowed Satan.3 Yet two-thirds did not. You,
my young friends, were among these, and
with them have come to earth to pursue
the Father’s plan of happiness.

Unfortunately, Satan’s war did not
end with his expulsion from heaven. As

John observed, Satan and his followers
were “cast out into the earth”4 and have
come here with “great wrath.”5 The evi-
dence of their wrath can be seen in the
blood and horror that has afflicted man
from the beginning of time.

So profound and extensive have been
the wounds suffered among men that God
Himself wept as He surveyed man’s con-
dition.6

We now find ourselves in the last days
of this earth’s temporal history. In a com-
ing day, our Father’s Son will return to the
earth from which He was rejected and re-
claim it as His own.7 In that day, He will
subdue Satan and his legions and usher in
a thousand years of peace and righteous-
ness.8 In anticipation of that day, God has
restored His kingdom to the earth one
last time. That kingdom is The Church of
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints.9

While God’s kingdom has been estab-
lished on the earth in times past, the peo-
ple to whom the kingdom was previously
committed were unable to keep it. This
time, however, is different. The prophetic
promise is that this time God’s kingdom
will not be lost but will overcome the
world.10

You are the Lord’s warriors

To ensure its ultimate success, the fi-
nal restoration of God’s kingdom has been
commenced with unprecedented spiritual
power11 and is being sustained by that
same spiritual power and something more.
Reserved to come forth in these last days
and labor for our Father and His Son are
some of the most valiant and noble of our
Father’s sons and daughters. Their val-
iance and nobility were demonstrated in
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power in our lives. I testify that the re-
stored gospel is true. These truths are
found in the holy scriptures, especially 

in the Book of Mormon. In the name of
Jesus Christ, amen. 
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the pre-earth struggle with Satan. There,
“being left to choose good or evil,” they
“[chose] good” and exhibited “exceedingly
great faith” and “good works.”12 Such are
the traits that are now needed to sustain
the work of God in the earth and to save
the souls of men from the intensifying
wrath of the adversary.

Now, my young friends of the Aaronic
Priesthood, you are these valiant and noble
sons of our Father! You are the strength 
of the Lord’s house, His warriors!13 You
are those who chose good over evil and
who exhibited “exceedingly great faith”
and “good works.” And because of your
personal history, you were entrusted to
come to the earth in these last days to do
again what you did before—to once again
choose good over evil, exercise exceed-
ingly great faith, and perform good works
—and to do so in behalf of the kingdom
of God on the earth and your fellowman!

The focus of Satan’s war is on you

With God’s kingdom restored to the
earth and your entry into the world, Satan
knows that “he hath but a short time.”14

Therefore, Satan is marshalling every re-
source at his disposal to entice you into
transgression. He knows that if he can
draw you into transgression, he may pre-
vent you from serving a full-time mission,
marrying in the temple, and securing your
future children in the faith, all of which
weakens not only you but the Church. He
knows that nothing can overthrow God’s
kingdom “save it [be] the transgression of
[his] people.”15 Make no mistake about it
—the focus of his war is now on you—you
who seek to “keep the commandments 
of God, and have the testimony of Jesus
Christ.”16

Now, my young friends, you need to
appreciate that our days now and the days
that lie ahead are “perilous.”17 In this re-
gard, President Boyd K. Packer has ob-
served:

“I know of nothing in the history of
the Church or in the history of the world

to compare with our present circum-
stances. Nothing happened in Sodom and
Gomorrah which exceeds in wickedness
and depravity that which surrounds us
now.”18

Be sober, valiant warriors

In referring to the perils of our day, 
I do not intend to inspire fear, but sober-
ness. Being sober means being earnest and
serious in assessing your circumstances
and careful and circumspect in weighing
the consequences of your actions. Sober-
ness therefore yields good judgment, as
well as measured conduct. No wonder,
then, that prophets counsel young men to
be sober.19 Remember Mormon’s obser-
vation that what made Helaman’s 2,000
stripling warriors so effective in battle was
not just their courage, strength, and trust-
worthiness, but their “soberness.”20 Mor-
mon valued such a trait because he was
blessed to possess it himself. It was Mor-
mon who was entrusted with the sacred
records of the Nephite nation at only 10
years of age because he was a “sober child”
and “quick to observe.”21 And it was Mor-
mon who, at age 15, was “visited of the
Lord” and “knew of the goodness of Je-
sus” because he was of a “sober mind.”22

So, as we enter the final climactic
stages of the war against Satan, be sober,
my young friends. Understand that you
cannot partake of drugs, alcohol, or to-
bacco. You cannot participate in pornog-
raphy or other immoral activity. You
cannot lie, cheat, or steal. You cannot use
false, demeaning, or dirty language. You
cannot deface your body with tattoos and
other piercings. You cannot do these
things and be victorious in the battle for
your own soul, let alone be a valiant war-
rior in the great struggle for the souls of
all the rest of our Father’s children.23

How to win the war against evil

Understand, my young friends, that
there is only one way to win the war
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against Satan, and that is to win it in the
same way it was won in the beginning.
When victory was finally achieved in the
War in Heaven, a loud voice was heard 
to declare:

“Now is come salvation, and strength,
and the kingdom of our God, and the
power of his Christ. . . .

“For they [referring to Michael and
his angels] have overcome him [referring
to the devil] by the blood of the Lamb, and
by the word of their testimony; for they
loved not their own lives, but kept the tes-
timony even unto death.”24

Do not miss the significance of this
declaration. Satan was overcome in the
beginning by (1) faith in the Lord Jesus
Christ and His atoning sacrifice, (2) testi-
mony of Him that was steadfastly kept to
the very end, and (3) consecration of one-
self to the Lord and His work. If this was
the means for defeating him in the begin-
ning, you can be sure that this is the one
sure way to defeat him now.25

Now, you may wonder how to acquire
the faith, testimony, and consecration of
spirit necessary to overcome the adver-
sary. Let me assure you that these qualities
are already within you. You simply need 
to recover them. To that end, allow me to
make three suggestions.

First, do as young Joseph Smith did.
Find a quiet place and pray to your Father
in Heaven.26 Do so regularly and earnestly.
Prayer is a precondition to revelation. The
more regular and earnest the prayer, the
more frequent the revelation. When re-
ceived, revelation provides the evidence
or assurance of things unseen, which is
the foundation of faith.27

Second, learn to hear the voice of the
Lord. His is a still, small, and whisper-like
voice.28 It is one that is felt more than it is
heard. It comes in the form of thoughts,
feelings, and impressions. To hear such a
voice, you must be still and quiet in your
own soul, laying aside your excess laugh-
ter and light-mindedness.29 While it may
not seem easy to so discipline your life,

hearing the precious, loving voice of the
Lord will sustain you in every circum-
stance and is therefore worth every effort.

Third, obey the word of the Lord as it
is given to you. His word will not only love
and comfort but invariably instruct and
correct. Do as He bids you to do, no mat-
ter how hard it may seem to you, and do 
it now. It is in doing the will of the Lord
that knowledge of Him and love for Him
accrue to your soul, which leads you to 
be ever more willing to lay down your own
life and follow Him.30

My dear brethren of the Aaronic
Priesthood, these are your days! Do not
squander them! Be sober! Take “the shield
of faith, wherewith ye shall . . . quench all
the fiery darts of the wicked.” 31 Then
“fight the good fight of faith.”32 And when
you have done all, “stand”33 still and “see
the salvation of the Lord.”34 I assure you
that His salvation will come, delivering you
and yours from every evil. I so testify in
the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, amen. 
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President Monson

Thank you, brethren. 
The choir and congregation will now

stand and sing “Praise to the Man.” Pres-
ident Dieter F. Uchtdorf, Second Coun-
selor in the First Presidency, will then
address us, after which we shall hear from
President Henry B. Eyring, First Coun-
selor in the First Presidency.

The choir and congregation sang
“Praise to the Man.”

President Dieter F. Uchtdorf
Lift where you stand

Beloved brethren, I am honored to be
with you at this worldwide priesthood
gathering. With you, I am so grateful to be
in the presence of our beloved prophet,
President Thomas S. Monson, and Presi-
dent Eyring. Brethren, we thank you for
your faithfulness and moral strength. It is
indeed a privilege and a joy to be part of
this great brotherhood.

Some years ago in our meetinghouse
in Darmstadt, Germany, a group of breth-
ren was asked to move a grand piano from
the chapel to the adjoining cultural hall,
where it was needed for a musical event.
None were professional movers, and the
task of getting that gravity-friendly in-
strument through the chapel and into the
cultural hall seemed nearly impossible.
Everybody knew that this task required


