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Eden); 1:30–49 (Moroni); Doctrine and
Covenants 27:7–8, 12–13 (John the Bap-
tist, Peter, James, and John); 110:11–16
(Moses, Elias, and Elijah); 128:19–21
(“divers angels, from Michael or Adam
down to the present”).

12. Alma 13:3.
13. See Doctrine and Covenants 101:55;

105:16.
14. Revelation 12:12.
15. Mosiah 27:13.
16. Revelation 12:17.
17. 2 Timothy 3:1.
18. Boyd K. Packer, “The One Pure Defense”

(address to CES religious educators,
Feb. 6, 2004), 4.

19. Alma counseled each of his sons—Hela-
man, Shiblon, and Corianton—to “be
sober” (see Alma 37:47; 38:15; 42:31).
Paul also exhorted young men to be
“sober minded” (Titus 2:6). In addition,
Paul counseled others to be sober, par-
ticularly bishops (see Romans 12:3;
1 Thessalonians 5:6, 8; 1 Timothy 3:2, 11;
Titus 1:8; 2:2, 4, 12).

20. See Alma 53:20–21.
21. Mormon 1:2.
22. Mormon 1:15.
23. See Gordon B. Hinckley, “An Unending

Conflict, a Victory Assured,” Ensign,
June 2007, 4–9.

24. Joseph Smith Translation, Revelation
12:9, 11.

25. See Doctrine and Covenants 76:53 (those
who inherit the celestial kingdom “over-
come by faith”); 1 John 5:4–5 (“this is

the victory that overcometh the world,
even our faith,” and “he that overcom-
eth the world” is “he that believeth that
Jesus is the Son of God”).

26. See Joseph Smith—History 1:11–15.
27. See Hebrews 11:1; Alma 32:21; Ether

12:6.
28. The voice of the Spirit is described as a

still, small voice of perfect mildness, as 
if it were a whisper. See 1 Kings 19:12;
Helaman 5:30; Doctrine and Covenants
85:6.

29. See Doctrine and Covenants 88:69, 121.
30. See Matthew 16:24–25; John 7:17.
31. Ephesians 6:16.
32. 1 Timothy 6:12.
33. See Malachi 3:2. “Who shall be able to

stand?” (Revelation 6:17). Those who
have taken the “whole armour of God”
and have “done all” (Ephesians 6:13).

34. Exodus 14:13.

President Monson

Thank you, brethren. 
The choir and congregation will now

stand and sing “Praise to the Man.” Pres-
ident Dieter F. Uchtdorf, Second Coun-
selor in the First Presidency, will then
address us, after which we shall hear from
President Henry B. Eyring, First Coun-
selor in the First Presidency.

The choir and congregation sang
“Praise to the Man.”

President Dieter F. Uchtdorf
Lift where you stand

Beloved brethren, I am honored to be
with you at this worldwide priesthood
gathering. With you, I am so grateful to be
in the presence of our beloved prophet,
President Thomas S. Monson, and Presi-
dent Eyring. Brethren, we thank you for
your faithfulness and moral strength. It is
indeed a privilege and a joy to be part of
this great brotherhood.

Some years ago in our meetinghouse
in Darmstadt, Germany, a group of breth-
ren was asked to move a grand piano from
the chapel to the adjoining cultural hall,
where it was needed for a musical event.
None were professional movers, and the
task of getting that gravity-friendly in-
strument through the chapel and into the
cultural hall seemed nearly impossible.
Everybody knew that this task required
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not only physical strength but also careful
coordination. There were plenty of ideas,
but not one could keep the piano balanced
correctly. They repositioned the brethren
by strength, height, and age over and over
again—nothing worked.

As they stood around the piano, un-
certain of what to do next, a good friend of
mine, Brother Hanno Luschin, spoke up.
He said, “Brethren, stand close together
and lift where you stand.”

It seemed too simple. Nevertheless,
each lifted where he stood, and the piano
rose from the ground and moved into the
cultural hall as if on its own power. That
was the answer to the challenge. They
merely needed to stand close together and
lift where they stood.

I have often thought of Brother Lusch-
in’s simple idea and have been impressed
by its profound truth. Tonight I would like
to expand on that simple concept, “lift
where you stand.”

Some want to lead; others want to hide

Although it may seem simple, lifting
where we stand is a principle of power.
Most of the priesthood bearers I know un-
derstand and live by this principle. They
are eager to roll up their sleeves and go 
to work, whatever that work might be.
They faithfully perform their priesthood
duties. They magnify their callings. They
serve the Lord by serving others. They
stand close together and lift where they
stand.

However, there are those who some-
times struggle with this concept. And
when they do, they seem to fall into one 
of two camps: either they seek to lead, or
they seek to hide. They covet a crown or 
a cave.

Those who seek to lead

Those who seek to lead may feel they
are capable of doing more than what they
are currently asked to do. Some might
think, “If only I were a bishop, I could

make a difference.” They believe that
their abilities far surpass their calling. Per-
haps if they were in an important posi-
tion of leadership, they would work hard
at making a difference. But they wonder,
“What possible influence can I have as
merely a home teacher or a counselor in
the quorum presidency?”

Those who seek to hide

Those who seek to hide may feel that
they are too busy to serve in the Church.
When the chapel needs to be cleaned,
when the Mendez family needs help mov-
ing, when the bishop calls them to teach 
a class, they always seem to have a ready 
excuse.

Twenty years ago, President Ezra Taft
Benson shared reports from bishops and
stake presidents that some members “are
turning down calls to serve claiming they
are ‘too busy’ or they ‘haven’t got time.’
Others . . . accept such callings, but refuse
to magnify those callings.”

President Benson went on to say that
“the Lord expects each of us to have a
calling in His Church so that others may
be blessed by our talents and influence.”1

Oddly enough, often the root cause of
both of these tendencies—seeking to lead
or seeking to hide—may be the same: self-
ishness.

A better way

There is a better way, taught to us by
the Savior Himself: “Whosoever will be
chief among you, let him be your ser-
vant.”2

When we seek to serve others, we 
are motivated not by selfishness but by
charity. This is the way Jesus Christ lived
His life and the way a holder of the priest-
hood must live his. The Savior did not
care for the honors of men; Satan offered
Him all the kingdoms and glory of the
world, and Jesus rejected the offer im-
mediately and completely.3 Throughout
His life, the Savior must have often felt



tired and pressed upon, with scarcely a
moment to Himself; yet He always made
time for the sick, the sorrowful, and the
overlooked.

In spite of this shining example, we
too easily and too often get caught up in
seeking the honors of men rather than
serving the Lord with all our might, mind,
and strength.

Brethren, when we stand before the
Lord to be judged, will He look upon the
positions we have held in the world or
even in the Church? Do you suppose that
titles we have had other than “husband,”
“father,” or “priesthood holder” will mean
much to Him? Do you think He will care
how packed our schedule was or how
many important meetings we attended?
Do you suppose that our success in filling
our days with appointments will serve as
an excuse for failure to spend time with
our wife and family?

The Lord judges so very differently
from the way we do. He is pleased with
the noble servant, not with the self-serv-
ing noble.

Those who are humble in this life will
wear crowns of glory in the next. Jesus
taught this doctrine Himself when He told
the story of the rich man who was clothed
in purple and fine linen and ate sumptu-
ously every day, while the beggar Lazarus
yearned merely to taste of the crumbs
from the rich man’s table. In the next life,
Lazarus appeared in glory next to Abra-
ham, while the rich man was cast into hell,
where he lifted up his eyes in torment.4

Example of John Rowe Moyle

This year marks the 200th anniver-
sary of the birth of John Rowe Moyle.
John was a convert to the Church who left
his home in England and traveled to the
Salt Lake Valley as part of a handcart
company. He built a home for his family
in a small town a valley away from Salt
Lake City. John was an accomplished

stonecutter and, because of this skill, was
asked to work on the Salt Lake Temple.

Every Monday John left home at two
o’clock in the morning and walked six
hours in order to be at his post on time.
On Friday he would leave his work at five
o’clock in the evening and walk almost
until midnight before arriving home. He
did this year after year.

One day while he was doing his chores
at home, a cow kicked him in the leg, caus-
ing a compound fracture. With limited
medical resources, the only option was to
amputate the broken leg. So John’s family
and friends strapped him onto a door and,
with a bucksaw, cut off his leg a few inches
from the knee.

In spite of the crude surgery, the leg
started to heal. Once John could sit up in
bed, he began carving a wooden leg with
an ingenious joint that served as an ankle
to an artificial foot. Walking on this de-
vice was extremely painful, but John did
not give up, building up his endurance un-
til he could make the 22-mile journey to
the Salt Lake Temple each week, where
he continued his work.

His hands carved the words “Holiness
to the Lord” that stand today as a golden
marker to all who visit the Salt Lake Tem-
ple.5

John did not do this for the praise of
man. Neither did he shirk his duty, even
though he had every reason to do so. He
knew what the Lord expected him to do.

Years later, John’s grandson Henry D.
Moyle was called as a member of the Quo-
rum of the Twelve. Eventually he served
in the First Presidency of the Church. Pres-
ident Moyle’s service in these callings was
honorable, but his grandfather John’s ser-
vice, though somewhat less public, is just
as pleasing to the Lord. John’s character,
his legacy of sacrifice, serves as a banner
of faithfulness and an ensign of duty to 
his family and to the Church. John Rowe
Moyle understood the meaning of “lift
where you stand.”
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Example of Helaman’s 2,000 warriors

Individual recognition is rarely an in-
dication of the value of our service. We 
do not know the names, for example, of
any of the 2,000 sons of Helaman. As indi-
viduals, they are unnamed. As a group,
however, their name will always be re-
membered for honesty, courage, and the
willingness to serve. They accomplished
together what none of them could have
accomplished alone.

That is a lesson for us, brethren of the
priesthood. When we stand close together
and lift where we stand, when we care
more for the glory of the kingdom of God
than for our own prestige or pleasure, we
can accomplish so much more.

Every calling is an opportunity to grow

No calling is beneath us. Every calling
provides an opportunity to serve and to
grow. The Lord organized the Church in 
a way that offers each member an oppor-
tunity for service, which, in turn, leads to
personal spiritual growth. Whatever your
calling, I urge you to see it as an opportu-
nity not only to strengthen and bless oth-
ers but also to become what Heavenly
Father wants you to become.

When traveling to the stakes of Zion
for the purpose of reorganizing a stake
presidency, I have sometimes been sur-
prised when, during an interview, a brother
would tell me that he had received an im-
pression that he would be in the next pres-
idency.

When I first heard this, I wasn’t sure
how to react. It took some time before the
Holy Spirit gave me understanding. I be-
lieve that the Lord has a certain calling for
every man. Sometimes He grants spiritual
promptings telling us that we are worthy
to receive certain callings. This is a spiri-
tual blessing, a tender mercy from God.

But sometimes we do not hear the rest
of what the Lord is telling us. “Although
you are worthy to serve in this position,”

He may say, “this is not my calling for you.
It is my desire instead that you lift where
you stand.” God knows what is best for us.

An assignment only you can perform

Every priesthood holder stands at a
unique place and has an important task
that only he can perform.

We all have heard stories of how Pres-
ident Monson visits and blesses the elderly
and the sick, always attending to their
needs and bringing them cheer, comfort,
and love. President Monson has a natural
way about him that makes people feel bet-
ter about themselves. Wouldn’t it be won-
derful if President Monson could visit and
watch over every family in the Church?

It would. But, of course, he can’t—
and he shouldn’t. The Lord has not asked
him to do that. The Lord has asked us, as
home teachers, to love and watch over our
assigned families. The Lord has not asked
President Monson to organize and con-
duct our family home evening. He wants
us, as fathers, to do this.

You may feel that there are others
who are more capable or more experi-
enced who could fulfill your callings and
assignments better than you can, but the
Lord gave you your responsibilities for a
reason. There may be people and hearts
only you can reach and touch. Perhaps no
one else could do it in quite the same way.

Our Heavenly Father asks that we
represent Him in the noble work of reach-
ing out and blessing the lives of His chil-
dren. He asks us to stand firm with the
power of the priesthood in our hearts and
souls and give the calling we have at this
moment our best efforts.

Brethren, as strong as you are, you
cannot and you should not lift a piano by
yourself. Likewise, none of us can or
should move the Lord’s work alone. But 
if we all stand close together in the place
the Lord has appointed and lift where we
stand, nothing can keep this divine work
from moving upward and forward.
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Brethren, may we cease to aspire and
cease to retire!

May we always remember this pro-
found lesson: that we are banner bearers
of the Lord Jesus Christ, upheld by the
Holy Spirit of God, faithful and true to the
end, each one devoted to give our all to
the cause of Zion and bound by covenant
to stand close together and lift where we
stand.

For this I pray, and I leave you my
blessing and my love in the name of Jesus
Christ, amen. 

NOTES
1. The Teachings of Ezra Taft Benson (1988),

451–52; see also “Provo Tabernacle Re-
dedicated,” Ensign, Dec. 1986, 70.

2. Matthew 20:27.
3. See Matthew 4:8–10.
4. See Luke 16:19–31. 
5. In Gene A. Sessions, ed., “Biographies

and Reminiscences from the James Henry
Moyle Collection,” typescript, Church
Archives, The Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-day Saints, 203.

President Henry B. Eyring
To those who feel overwhelmed

My dear brethren, tonight I wish to en-
courage priesthood holders who at times
feel overwhelmed with their responsibili-
ties. That is a challenge I have spoken of
before. I return to it because it returns so
often in the lives of those I love and serve.

Most of you have discovered that your
priesthood duties will stretch you to the
point that you wonder if you can stretch
that far. It may have happened when you
were asked to speak in a stake conference
before hundreds of people. For the recent
convert, it may have been being asked to
pray in public or teach a class for the first
time. For some, it may have been trying to
learn a language in a missionary training
center. If that didn’t take you to your limit,
it surely did on the streets of a strange city
when your mission president charged you
to speak to every person you met to testify
of the Savior and of the restoration of the
gospel.

You may have thought then, “Once I
finish my mission, being a faithful priest-
hood holder will get easier.” But in a few
years you found yourself getting even less
sleep at night, while trying to support a
wife and a new baby, being kind and lov-
ing, scrambling to get some education,

reaching out to the members of your el-
ders quorum, perhaps even helping them
to move their furniture, and trying to find
time to serve your ancestors in the tem-
ple. You may have kept a smile on your
face with the thought: “When I get a little
older, being a faithful priesthood holder
will not require so much. It will get easier.”

Those of you further down the road
are smiling because you know something
about priesthood service. It is this: the
more faithful service you give, the more the
Lord asks of you. Your smile is a happy
one because you know that He increases
our power to carry the heavier load.

Go to your outer limits to gain strength

The tough part of that reality, how-
ever, is that for Him to give you that in-
creased power you must go in service and
faith to your outer limits.

It is like building muscle strength. You
must break down your muscles to build
them up. You push muscles to the point
of exhaustion. Then they repair them-
selves, and they develop greater strength.
Increased spiritual strength is a gift from
God which He can give when we push in
His service to our limits. Through the
power of the Atonement of Jesus Christ,


