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Elder Jeffrey R. Holland

Thank you, Sister Thompson, and 
thanks to the remarkable women of this 
Church.

The Savior’s solitary task

Brothers and sisters, my Easter-season 
message today is intended for everyone, 
but it is directed in a special way to those 
who are alone or feel alone or, worse yet, 
feel abandoned. These might include those 
longing to be married, those who have lost 
a spouse, and those who have lost—or 
have never been blessed with—children. 
Our empathy embraces wives forsaken 
by their husbands, husbands whose wives 
have walked away, and children bereft of 
one or the other of their parents—or both. 
This group can find within its broad cir-
cumference a soldier far from home, a 
missionary in those first weeks of home-
sickness, or a father out of work, afraid 
the fear in his eyes will be visible to his 
family. In short, it can include all of us at 
various times in our lives.

To all such, I speak of the loneliest jour-
ney ever made and the unending blessings 
it brought to all in the human family. I 
speak of the Savior’s solitary task of shoul-
dering alone the burden of our salvation. 
Rightly He would say: “I have trodden the 
winepress alone; and of the people there 
was none with me. . . . I looked, and there 
was none to help; and I wondered that 
there was none to uphold [me].” 1

Rejection and betrayal

As President Uchtdorf so beautifully 
noted earlier, we know from scripture that 
Jesus’s messianic arrival in Jerusalem on 
the Sunday preceding Passover, a day di-
rectly analogous to this very morning, was 
a great public moment. But eagerness to 
continue walking with Him would quickly 
begin to wane.

Soon enough He was arraigned be-
fore the Israelite leaders of the day—
first Annas, the former high priest, then 
Caiaphas, the current high priest. In their 
rush to judgment these men and their 
councils declared their verdict quickly 
and angrily. “What further need have we 
of witnesses?” they cried. “He is [worthy] 
of death.” 2

With that, He was brought before the 
gentile rulers in the land. Herod Antipas, 
the tetrarch of Galilee, interrogated Him 
once, and Pontius Pilate, the Roman gov-
ernor in Judea, did so twice, the second 
time declaring to the crowd, “I, having 
examined him before you, have found 
no fault in this man.” 3 Then, in an act as 
unconscionable as it was illogical, Pilate 
“scourged Jesus, [and] delivered him to be 
crucified.” 4 Pilate’s freshly washed hands 
could not have been more stained or more 
unclean.

Such ecclesiastical and political re-
jection became more personal when the 
citizenry in the street turned against Jesus 
as well. It is one of the ironies of history 
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that sitting with Jesus in prison was a real 
blasphemer, a murderer and revolution-
ary known as Barabbas, a name or title in 
Aramaic meaning “son of the father.” 5 Free 
to release one prisoner in the spirit of the 
Passover tradition, Pilate asked the people, 
“Whether of the twain will ye that I release 
unto you?” They said, “Barabbas.” 6 So one 
godless “son of the father” was set free, 
while a truly divine Son of His Heavenly 
Father moved on to crucifixion.

This was also a telling time among 
those who knew Jesus more personally. 
The most difficult to understand in this 
group is Judas Iscariot. We know the di-
vine plan required Jesus to be crucified, 
but it is wrenching to think that one of 
His special witnesses who sat at His feet, 
heard Him pray, watched Him heal, and 
felt His touch could betray Him and all 
that He was for 30 pieces of silver. Never 
in the history of this world has so little 
money purchased so much infamy. We 
are not the ones to judge Judas’s fate, but 
Jesus said of His betrayer, “Good [were it] 
for that man if he had not been born.” 7

A decreasing circle of support

Of course others among the believ-
ers had their difficult moments as well. 
Following the Last Supper, Jesus left Peter, 
James, and John to wait while He ventured 
into the Garden of Gethsemane alone. 
Falling on His face in prayer, “sorrowful 
. . . unto death,” 8 the record says, His sweat 
came as great drops of blood9 as He pled 
with the Father to let this crushing, brutal 
cup pass from Him. But, of course, it could 
not pass. Returning from such anguished 
prayer, He found His three chief disciples 
asleep, prompting Him to ask, “Could 
ye not watch with me one hour?” 10 So it 
happens two more times until on His third 
return He says compassionately, “Sleep on 
now, and take your rest,” 11 though there 
would be no rest for Him.

Later, after Jesus’s arrest and appear-
ance at trial, Peter, accused of knowing 

Jesus and being one of His confidants, 
denies that accusation not once but three 
times. We don’t know all that was go-
ing on here, nor do we know of protec-
tive counsel which the Savior may have 
given to His Apostles privately,12 but we 
do know Jesus was aware that even these 
precious ones would not stand with Him 
in the end, and He had warned Peter ac-
cordingly.13 Then, with the crowing of the 
cock, “the Lord turned, and looked upon 
Peter. And Peter remembered the word 
of the Lord. . . . And [he] went out, and 
wept bitterly.” 14

Thus, of divine necessity, the support-
ing circle around Jesus gets smaller and 
smaller and smaller, giving significance to 
Matthew’s words: “All the disciples [left] 
him, and fled.” 15 Peter stayed near enough 
to be recognized and confronted. John 
stood at the foot of the cross with Jesus’s 
mother. Especially and always the blessed 
women in the Savior’s life stayed as close 
to Him as they could. But essentially His 
lonely journey back to His Father contin-
ued without comfort or companionship.

The withdrawal of the Father

Now I speak very carefully, even rev-
erently, of what may have been the most 
difficult moment in all of this solitary jour-
ney to atonement. I speak of those final 
moments for which Jesus must have been 
prepared intellectually and physically but 
which He may not have fully anticipated 
emotionally and spiritually—that conclud-
ing descent into the paralyzing despair of 
divine withdrawal when He cries in ulti-
mate loneliness, “My God, my God, why 
hast thou forsaken me?” 16

The loss of mortal support He had an-
ticipated, but apparently He had not com-
prehended this. Had He not said to His 
disciples, “Behold, the hour . . . is now 
come, that ye shall be scattered, every man 
to his own, and shall leave me alone: and 
yet I am not alone, because the Father is 
with me” and “The Father hath not left 
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me alone; for I do always those things that 
please him”?17

With all the conviction of my soul I 
testify that He did please His Father per-
fectly and that a perfect Father did not 
forsake His Son in that hour. Indeed, it is 
my personal belief that in all of Christ’s 
mortal ministry the Father may never 
have been closer to His Son than in these 
agonizing final moments of suffering. 
Nevertheless, that the supreme sacrifice 
of His Son might be as complete as it was 
voluntary and solitary, the Father briefly 
withdrew from Jesus the comfort of His 
Spirit, the support of His personal pres-
ence. It was required, indeed it was central 
to the significance of the Atonement, that 
this perfect Son who had never spoken ill 
nor done wrong nor touched an unclean 
thing had to know how the rest of human-
kind—us, all of us—would feel when we 
did commit such sins. For His Atonement 
to be infinite and eternal, He had to feel 
what it was like to die not only physically 
but spiritually, to sense what it was like to 
have the divine Spirit withdraw, leaving 
one feeling totally, abjectly, hopelessly 
alone.

But Jesus held on. He pressed on. The 
goodness in Him allowed faith to triumph 
even in a state of complete anguish. The 
trust He lived by told Him in spite of His 
feelings that divine compassion is never 
absent, that God is always faithful, that 
He never flees nor fails us. When the ut-
termost farthing had then been paid, when 
Christ’s determination to be faithful was 
as obvious as it was utterly invincible, fi-
nally and mercifully, it was “finished.” 18 
Against all odds and with none to help 
or uphold Him, Jesus of Nazareth, the 
living Son of the living God, restored 
physical life where death had held sway 
and brought joyful, spiritual redemption 
out of sin, hellish darkness, and despair. 
With faith in the God He knew was there, 
He could say in triumph, “Father, into thy 
hands I commend my spirit.” 19

We will never be left alone

Brothers and sisters, one of the great 
consolations of this Easter season is that 
because Jesus walked such a long, lonely 
path utterly alone, we do not have to do 
so. His solitary journey brought great 
company for our little version of that 
path—the merciful care of our Father in 
Heaven, the unfailing companionship of 
this Beloved Son, the consummate gift of 
the Holy Ghost, angels in heaven, fam-
ily members on both sides of the veil, 
prophets and apostles, teachers, leaders, 
friends. All of these and more have been 
given as companions for our mortal jour-
ney because of the Atonement of Jesus 
Christ and the Restoration of His gospel. 
Trumpeted from the summit of Calvary is 
the truth that we will never be left alone 
nor unaided, even if sometimes we may 
feel that we are. Truly the Redeemer of us 
all said, “I will not leave you comfortless: 
[My Father and] I will come to you [and 
abide with you].” 20

My other plea at Easter time is that 
these scenes of Christ’s lonely sacrifice, 
laced with moments of denial and aban-
donment and, at least once, outright be-
trayal, must never be reenacted by us. He 
has walked alone once. Now, may I ask 
that never again will He have to confront 
sin without our aid and assistance, that 
never again will He find only unresponsive 
onlookers when He sees you and me along 
His Via Dolorosa in our present day. As 
we approach this holy week—Passover 
Thursday with its Paschal Lamb, atoning 
Friday with its cross, Resurrection Sunday 
with its empty tomb—may we declare 
ourselves to be more fully disciples of the 
Lord Jesus Christ, not in word only and 
not only in the flush of comfortable times 
but in deed and in courage and in faith, in-
cluding when the path is lonely and when 
our cross is difficult to bear. This Easter 
week and always, may we stand by Jesus 
Christ “at all times and in all things, and 
in all places that [we] may be in, even until 
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death,” 21 for surely that is how He stood 
by us when it was unto death and when He 
had to stand entirely and utterly alone. In 
the name of Jesus Christ, amen.
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The choir sang “This Is My Beloved 
Son.”

President Monson

The choir just sang “This Is My Beloved 
Son.”

We express our thanks to the Taber-
nacle Choir for the beautiful music they 
have provided this morning and to those 
who have spoken to us in this session of 
the conference.

It will now be my pleasure to address 
you. Following my remarks, this session 
will conclude with the choir singing “We 
Thank Thee, O God, for a Prophet.” The 
benediction will then be offered by Elder 
Donald L. Hallstrom of the Presidency 
of the Seventy. The concluding session 
of the conference will begin at 2:00 this 
afternoon.

President Thomas S. Monson

My dear brothers and sisters, I express 
my love to you. I am humbled by the re-
sponsibility to address you, and yet I am 
grateful for the opportunity to do so.

Be of good cheer

Since last we met together in a gen-
eral conference six months ago, there have 
been continuing signs that circumstances 
in the world aren’t necessarily as we 
would wish. The global economy, which 
six months ago appeared to be sagging, 
seems to have taken a nosedive, and for 
many weeks now the financial outlook 
has been somewhat grim. In addition, 
the moral footings of society continue to 
slip, while those who attempt to safeguard 

those footings are often ridiculed and, at 
times, picketed and persecuted. Wars, nat-
ural disasters, and personal misfortunes 
continue to occur.

It would be easy to become discour-
aged and cynical about the future—or 
even fearful of what might come—if we 
allowed ourselves to dwell only on that 
which is wrong in the world and in our 
lives. Today, however, I’d like us to turn 
our thoughts and our attitudes away from 
the troubles around us and to focus in-
stead on our blessings as members of 
the Church. The Apostle Paul declared, 
“God hath not given us the spirit of fear; 
but of power, and of love, and of a sound 
mind.” 1
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