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His Spirit will make your efforts eternally 
worthwhile.

Even more, with your own testimony of 
God, you will be able to bless your fam-
ily, your posterity, your friends, your own 
life—all those you love. Your personal 
knowledge of God is not only the greatest 
gift you will ever give, but it will bring you 
the greatest joy you will ever have.

As a special witness of the Only Be-
gotten Son of our loving Heavenly Father, 
even Jesus Christ, I testify that God lives. 
I know He lives. I promise that if you and 
those you love will seek Him in all hu-
mility, sincerity, and diligence, you will 
know with a surety too. Your witness will 
come. And the blessings of knowing God 
will be yours and your family’s forever. In 
the name of Jesus Christ, amen.
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The command to be perfect

When the twelve disciples were called 
in the Americas, the Lord Jesus Christ 
commanded them: “Therefore I would 
that ye should be perfect even as I, or your 
Father who is in heaven is perfect.” 1 The 
Savior had recently finalized His success-
ful, selfless, and transcendental mission 
on earth. This allowed Him to declare 
with authority that He and His Father, our 
Father, are the models to be followed by 
each one of us.

From a purely human point of view, at 
first this seems to be an impossible task. 
However, it begins to appear possible upon 
understanding that in order to achieve it, 
we are not alone. The most marvelous and 
powerful helps for which a human being 
may seek are always available. First is the 

generous and loving hand of the Eternal 
Father, who desires that we return to His 
presence forever. As our Father, He is 
always willing and desirous to forgive 
our errors and weaknesses and the sins 
we commit, subject only to total and sin-
cere repentance. And as a complement to 
that—and as the maximum manifestation 
of His immense love for each one of His 
children—He provides us with the con-
sequences of the singular work wrought 
by the Savior, namely the Atonement, 
brought about by an obedient Son always 
willing to do the Father’s will in benefit 
to each one of us.

The Lord revealed to the Prophet 
Joseph Smith the following: “And, if you 
keep my commandments and endure to 
the end you shall have eternal life, which 
gift is the greatest of all the gifts of God.” 2 
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This divine promise is possible to achieve. 
Eternal life is to live with our Father and 
with our families forevermore. 3 Should 
not this promise be the greatest incentive 
to do the best within our reach and give 
the best of ourselves in pursuit of what has 
been promised to us?

Serving with all our being

At the dawning of the Restoration, 
when this marvelous work was about to 
appear among the children of men, the 
Lord said, “Therefore, O ye that embark 
in the service of God, see that ye serve 
him with all your heart, might, mind and 
strength, that ye may stand blameless be-
fore God at the last day.” 4 With all our 
heart, with all our might, with all our 
mind, and with all our strength—that is 
to say, with all our being.

President David O. McKay said that the 
rich rewards come only to the strenuous 
strugglers. 5 These rewards will be for those 
who nurture faith in Jesus Christ and com-
ply with His will to work, sacrifice, and 
give all they have received to strengthen 
and build the kingdom of God.

The fulfillment of the divine promise 
to have eternal life, to achieve perfection, 
and to be happy forevermore in the family 
unit is subject to the sincere demonstration 
of our faith in Jesus Christ, obedience to 
the commandments, perseverance, and 
diligence throughout our lives.

The best of ourselves

The Lord does not expect that we do 
what we cannot achieve. The command to 
become perfect, as He is, encourages us to 
achieve the best of ourselves, to discover 
and develop the talents and attributes with 
which we are blessed by a loving Eternal 
Father, who invites us to realize our po-
tential as children of God. He knows us; 
He knows of our capacities and our lim-
itations. The invitation and challenge to 
become perfect, to achieve eternal life, is 
for all mankind.

Immediately after teaching that “it is 
not requisite that a man should run faster 
than he has strength,” King Benjamin in-
dicated that “it is expedient that he should 
be diligent, that thereby he might win the 
prize.” 6 God will not require more than 
the best we can give because that would 
not be just, but neither can He accept less 
than that because that would not be just 
either. Therefore, let us always give the 
best we can in the service of God and our 
fellowmen. Let us serve in our families 
and in our callings in the Church in the 
best manner possible. Let us do the best 
we can and each day be a little better.

Salvation and eternal life would not be 
possible if it were not for the Atonement, 
brought about by our Savior, to whom we 
owe everything. But in order for these 
supreme blessings to be effective in our 
lives, we should first do our part, “for we 
know that it is by grace that we are saved, 
after all we can do.” 7 Let us with faith, 
enthusiasm, dedication, responsibility, and 
love do all that is within our reach, and 
we will be doing all that is possible to 
achieve the impossible—that is, to achieve 
what for the human mind is impossible but 
with the divine intervention of our loving 
Father and the infinite sacrifice brought 
about by our Savior becomes the greatest 
gift, the most glorious of realities, to live 
forever with God and with our families.

I pray that each one of us will remem-
ber and permanently renew, by partaking 
worthily of the sacrament, the commit-
ment we made with our Heavenly Father 
the moment we entered the waters of bap-
tism and when we received each one of the 
ordinances of the restored gospel. I pray 
that we will do the best we can in our roles 
as spouses, parents, children, brothers and 
sisters; in our callings; in sharing the gos-
pel; in rescuing those who have drifted; in 
working for the salvation of our ancestors; 
in our work; and in our daily lives.

I pray that our lives allow us to declare, 
as the Apostle Paul, “I have fought a good 
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fight, I have finished my course, I have 
kept the faith.” 8

As we do so, we will be fulfilling the 
requirements defined by our Father in 
Heaven to bless us more than ever before, 
in this life as much as in life in the eterni-
ties. He yearns to give us all that He has, 
even make us participants of His greatest 
gift, which is eternal life.

Possible to achieve the impossible

Even when, from a purely human per-
spective, perfection can appear an impos-
sible challenge to achieve, I testify that our 
Father and our Savior have made known to 
us that it is possible to achieve the impos-
sible. Yes, it is possible to achieve eternal 
life. Yes, it is possible to be happy now 
and forever.

The author of the perfect plan that con-
tains these glorious promises is our Father 
in Heaven, and He lives. His Son, Jesus 
Christ, took upon Himself the weight of 
our sins and the injustices that are com-
mitted in the world to the end that we can 
be free from the consequences. I know our 
Lord Jesus Christ lives. The gospel and 
the priesthood have been restored to the 
earth for the last time, through the Prophet 
Joseph Smith. Today we have the enor-
mous blessing of apostles and prophets 

called by God to direct us on the road to 
return to our Father. President Thomas S. 
Monson has been called to lead this great 
work in these days. He is a prophet of 
God. Of that I testify in the sacred name 
of Jesus Christ, amen.
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President Eyring

The choir and congregation will now 
sing “Come, Ye Children of the Lord.” 
At the conclusion of the singing, Elders 
Tad R. Callister and Kent D. Watson of the 
Seventy will speak to us. Following Elder 
Watson’s remarks, we shall be pleased to 
hear from Elder Neil L. Andersen of the 
Quorum of the Twelve Apostles.

The choir and congregation sang 
“Come, Ye Children of the Lord.”

Elder Tad R. Callister

Joseph Smith chosen to restore Church

Suppose for a moment someone 
told you these three facts about a New 
Testament personality and nothing more: 
first, the Savior said of this man, “O thou 
of little faith” (Matthew 14:31); second, 
this man, in a moment of anger, cut off an 
ear of the high priest’s servant; and third, 
this man denied knowing who the Savior 
was on three occasions, even though he 
had walked with Him daily. If that is all 

you knew or focused upon, you might 
have thought this man a scoundrel or a 
no-good, but in the process you would 
have failed to come to know one of the 
greatest men who ever walked the earth: 
Peter the Apostle.

Similarly, attempts have been made 
by some to focus upon or magnify some 
minor weaknesses of the Prophet Joseph 
Smith, but in that process they too have 
missed the mark, the man, and his mission. 
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