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on the earth. As they seek and qualify for 
personal revelation, the Lord will pour out 
His Spirit upon His handmaids in these 
latter days. In the name of Jesus Christ, 
amen.
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Trials can awaken us to our duty

This is a troubled world. Discord and 
disaster are everywhere. It sometimes feels 
as though mankind itself may be hanging 
in the balance.

Foreshadowing our day, the Lord 
said, “The heavens shall shake, and also 
the earth; and great tribulations shall be 
among the children of men, but my people 
will I preserve.” 1 We should take great 
comfort in this promise.

Though disasters completely disrupt 
“the even tenor of [our ways],” 2 they do 
not have to leave our lives forever shat-
tered. They can “stir [us] up in remem-
brance,” 3 “awaken [us] to a sense of [our] 
duty to God,” 4 and keep us “in the path of 
[our] duty.” 5

Story of Corrie ten Boom

In Holland during World War II, the 
Casper ten Boom family used their home 
as a hiding place for those hunted by the 
Nazis. This was their way of living out 
their Christian faith. Four members of the 
family lost their lives for providing this 
refuge. Corrie ten Boom and her sister 
Betsie spent horrific months in the infa-
mous Ravensbrück concentration camp. 
Betsie died there—Corrie survived.

In Ravensbrück, Corrie and Betsie 
learned that God helps us to forgive. 
Following the war, Corrie was determined 
to share this message. On one occasion, 
she had just spoken to a group of people 
in Germany suffering from the ravages of 
war. Her message was “God forgives.” It 
was then that Corrie ten Boom’s faithful-
ness brought forth its blessing.

A man approached her. She recognized 
him as one of the cruelest guards in the 
camp. “You mentioned Ravensbrück in 
your talk,” he said. “I was a guard there. 
. . . But since that time, . . . I have be-
come a Christian.” He explained that he 
had sought God’s forgiveness for the cruel 
things he had done. He extended his hand 
and asked, “Will you forgive me?”

Corrie ten Boom then said: 
“It could not have been many seconds 

that he stood there—hand held out—but to 
me it seemed hours as I wrestled with the 
most difficult thing I had ever had to do. 

“. . . The message that God forgives has 
a . . . condition: that we forgive those who 
have injured us. . . .

“. . . ‘Help me!’ I prayed silently. ‘I 
can lift my hand. I can do that much. You 
supply the feeling.’

“. . . Woodenly, mechanically, I thrust 
my hand into the one stretched out to me. 
As I did, an incredible thing took place. 
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The current started in my shoulder, raced 
down my arm, sprang into our joined 
hands. And then this healing warmth 
seemed to flood my whole being, bringing 
tears to my eyes.

“ ‘I forgive you, brother!’ I cried. ‘With 
all my heart.’ 

“For a long moment we grasped each 
other’s hands, the former guard and the 
former prisoner. I had never known God’s 
love so intensely, as I did then.” 6

For those who eschew evil and live 
good lives, who strive for a brighter day 
and keep the commandments of God, 
things can get better and better even in 
the face of tragedy. The Savior showed us 
the way. From Gethsemane, the cross, and 
the tomb, He rose triumphant, bringing 
life and hope to us all. He bids us, “Come, 
follow me.” 7

President Thomas S. Monson has coun-
seled: “If we are to walk with head held 
high, we must make our contribution to 
life. If we are to fulfill our destiny and re-
turn to live with our Father in Heaven, we 
must keep His commandments and pattern 
our lives after the Savior. By so doing, we 
will not only achieve our goal of eternal 
life, but we will also leave the world richer 
and better than it would have been had we 
not lived and performed our duties.” 8

In the Holy Bible are these inspired 
words: “Let us hear the conclusion of 
the whole matter: Fear God, and keep 
his commandments: for this is the whole 
duty of man.” 9

The meaning of duty

What is this thing called duty? The duty 
of which I speak is what we are expected 
to do and to be. It is a moral imperative 
summoning forth from individuals and 
communities that which is right, true, and 
honorable. Duty does not require perfec-
tion, but it does require diligence. It is not 
simply what is legal; it is what is virtuous. 
It is not reserved to the mighty or high in 
station but instead rests on a foundation 

of personal responsibility, integrity, and 
courage. Doing one’s duty is a manifes-
tation of one’s faith.

President Monson said of it, “I love 
and cherish the noble word duty.” 10 For 
members of the Church of Jesus Christ, 
our path of duty is keeping our covenants 
in daily life.

Our duty to God and to others

To whom and to what are we duty 
bound? First, our path of duty is to God, 
our Eternal Father. He is the author of the 
plan of salvation, “the framer of heaven 
and earth,” the creator of Adam and Eve. 11 
He is the fountain of truth, 12 the embod-
iment of love, 13 and the reason there is 
redemption through Christ. 14

Said President Joseph F. Smith: “All 
that we have comes from [God]. . . . In 
and of ourselves we are but a lifeless lump 
of clay. Life, intelligence, wisdom, judg-
ment, power to reason, all are the gifts of 
God to the children of men. He gives us 
our physical strength as well as our mental 
powers. . . . We should honor God with 
our intelligence, with our strength, with 
our understanding, with our wisdom, and 
with all the power that we possess. We 
should seek to do good in the world. This 
is our duty.” 15

One cannot do his or her duty to God 
the Father without doing likewise to the 
Son of God, the Lord Jesus Christ. To re-
vere one requires reverence for the other, 
for the Father has appointed that it is only 
in and through the name of Christ that one 
can completely fulfill this dutiful charge. 16 

He is our Exemplar, our Redeemer, and 
our King.

As men and women and boys and girls 
do their duty to God, they feel impelled 
to do their duty to one another, to their 
family, to their church and nation, to all 
things entrusted to their care. They are 
duty bound to magnify their talents and 
to be a law-abiding, good people. They 
become humble, submissive, and easily 
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entreated. Temperance conquers indul-
gence; obedience guides their diligence. 
Peace distills upon them. Citizens become 
loyal, communities become benevolent, 
and neighbors become friends. The God 
of heaven is pleased, the earth is pacified, 
and this world becomes a better place. 17

Knowing our path of duty

How do we know our path of duty in 
the midst of crisis? We pray! It is every-
one’s sure way to know; it is everyone’s 
lifeline to heaven. Said the Apostle Peter, 
“The eyes of the Lord are over the righ-
teous, and his ears are open unto their 
prayers.” 18

Humble, sincere, inspired prayer makes 
available to each of us the divine guidance 
we so desperately need. Brigham Young 
counseled, “At times, men are perplexed 
and full of care and trouble . . . ; yet our 
judgment teaches us that it is our duty to 
pray.” 19

Jesus taught:
“Ye must watch and pray always lest 

ye enter into temptation; . . .
“Therefore ye must always pray unto 

the Father in my name; . . .
“Pray in your families unto the Father, 

always in my name, that your wives and 
your children may be blessed.” 20

For prayers to be efficacious, they must 
be in harmony with the plan of heaven. 
The prayer of faith bears fruit when such 
harmony exists, and this harmony exists 
when prayers are inspired by the Holy 
Spirit. The Spirit manifests what our pe-
titions should be. 21 Absent this inspired 
guidance, we are inclined to “ask amiss,” 22 
to seek only our will and not “Thy will.” 23 
It is as important to be guided by the Holy 
Spirit while praying as it is to be enlight-
ened by that same Spirit while receiving 
an answer to prayer. Such prayer brings 
forth the blessings of heaven because our 
Father “knoweth what things [we] have 
need of, before [we] ask him,” 24 and He 
answers every sincere prayer. Ultimately, 

it is the Father and the Son who promise, 
“Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and 
ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened 
unto you.” 25

I bear my witness that our path of duty 
is clearly marked by an undivided faith 
and belief in God, the Eternal Father, and 
in His Son, Jesus Christ, and in the power 
of prayer. This path is to be traveled by 
all of God’s children who love Him and 
desire to keep His commandments. For 
the young, it leads to personal achieve-
ment and preparation; for adults, it leads 
to renewed faith and resolve; for the older 
generation, it leads to perspective and 
endurance in righteousness to the end. 
It equips every faithful traveler with the 
strength of the Lord, protects him from 
the evils of the day, and endows him with 
the knowledge that “the conclusion of 
the whole matter” is to “fear God, and 
keep his commandments: for this is the 
whole duty of man.” 26 In the name of Jesus 
Christ, amen.
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President Uchtdorf

Brothers and sisters, the choir and con-
gregation will now join in singing “Guide 
Us, O Thou Great Jehovah.” At the con-
clusion of the singing, Elder Wilford W. 
Andersen of the Seventy will address 
us, after which we shall hear from Elder 
M. Russell Ballard of the Quorum of the 
Twelve Apostles. The choir will then sing 
“He Sent His Son.”

The choir and congregation sang 
“Guide Us, O Thou Great Jehovah.”

Elder Wilford W. Andersen

Hope among the early Saints

Years ago I visited Nauvoo, Illinois, 
with my family. There the early Saints had 
come seeking refuge. Many had lost their 
homes and their farms, and some had lost 
their loved ones to the growing persecu-
tion. In Nauvoo they gathered and built a 
new and beautiful city. But the persecu-
tion was relentless, and by 1846 they were 
once again forced to leave their homes—
this time in the middle of winter. They 
lined up their wagons on Parley Street, 
awaiting their turn to cross the frozen 
waters of the Mississippi River into an 
unknown future.

As we stood on Parley Street reflecting 
upon their desperate conditions, my eyes 
were drawn to a series of wooden signs 
nailed to fence posts upon which were 
etched quotes from the diaries of these 
suffering Saints. As we read each quote, 
to our amazement what we found in their 
words was not desperation and discour-
agement but confidence and commitment 
and even joy. They were filled with hope, 
the hope that is reflected by this quote 
from the diary of Sarah DeArmon Rich, 
February 1846: “To start out on such a 
journey in the winter . . . would seem like 
walking into the jaws of death but we had 

faith . . . [and] we felt to rejoice that the 
day of our deliverance had come.” 1 

These early Saints were indeed home-
less, but they were not hopeless. Their 
hearts were broken, but their spirits were 
strong. They had learned a profound and 
important lesson. They had learned that 
hope, with its attendant blessings of peace 
and joy, does not depend upon circum-
stance. They had discovered that the true 
source of hope is faith—faith in the Lord 
Jesus Christ and in His infinite Atonement, 
the one sure foundation upon which to 
build our lives.

Suffering and hope in Haiti

Today another group of pioneers ex-
emplifies this important principle. On 
Tuesday, the 12th of January, a massive 
earthquake struck the country of Haiti. 
The earthquake left the capital city of 
Port-au-Prince in shambles. Its impact was 
devastating—an estimated 1,000,000 peo-
ple were left homeless, and over 200,000 
were reported dead.

While the world followed the unprec-
edented international response, another 
remarkable and inspiring rescue effort 
was under way in Port-au-Prince—this 
one directed by a committee made up of 
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