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are promised that we will “suffer no man-
ner of afflictions, save it were swallowed 
up in the joy of Christ” (Alma 31:38). 
Never let an earthly circumstance disable 
you spiritually.

His most exemplary act, the Atonement, 
required Jesus to descend “below all 
things” (D&C 88:6) and suffer “the pains 
of all men” (2 Nephi 9:21). Thus we under-
stand the Atonement has broader purpose 
than providing a means to overcome sin. 
This greatest of all earthly accomplish-
ments gives the Savior the power to fulfill 
this promise: “If ye will turn to the Lord 
with full purpose of heart, and put your 
trust in him, and serve him with all dili-
gence . . . , if ye do this, he will . . . deliver 
you out of bondage” (Mosiah 7:33).

As we commemorate this Easter morn-
ing, let us turn to the Lord, our “bright and 

morning star” (Revelation 22:16). I testify 
He will forever light our way, our truth, 
and our life (see John 14:6), in the name 
of Jesus Christ, amen.

President Eyring

The choir and congregation will now 
join in singing “Rejoice, the Lord Is 
King!” Following the singing, we will 
be pleased to hear from Sister Cheryl C. 
Lant, who was released yesterday as the 
Primary general president. Following her 
remarks, Elder Quentin L. Cook of the 
Quorum of the Twelve Apostles will ad-
dress us. The choir will then sing “When 
He Comes Again.”

The choir and congregation sang 
“Rejoice, the Lord Is King!”

Cheryl C. Lant

Seeking the face of the Savior

Several years ago I was teaching a 
group of nursery leaders how to give a 
short gospel lesson to very young chil-
dren. One of the leaders had her young son 
on her lap. I held a picture of the Savior in 
my hand and, demonstrating how to speak 
to young children, began talking about 
Jesus. The tiny boy slid off his mother’s 
lap, toddled over to me, looked intently at 
the picture, and touched the face. At that 
point in the dialogue, I asked the question, 
“Who is this?” With a smile on his face, 
the child responded, “Jesus.”

This child was not old enough to really 
even say his own name, but he recognized 
the image and knew the name of the Savior. 
As I watched this sweet response, I thought 
of the words of the Savior when He said, 
“Seek the face of the Lord always, that in 
patience ye may possess your souls, and ye 
shall have eternal life” (D&C 101:38).

What does it mean to seek the face of 
the Savior? Surely it means more than just 
recognizing His picture. Christ’s invitation 
to seek Him is an invitation to know who 
He is, what He has done for us, and what 
He has asked us to do. Coming to Christ, 
and eventually seeing His face, comes 
only as we draw close to Him through our 
faith and our actions. It comes through a 
lifetime of effort. So how do we seek Him 
in this life so that we might see His face 
in the next? 

Bringing children to Him

We have the account in 3 Nephi of a 
people who actually saw the face of the 
Savior in this life. And while we may not 
see Him now, perhaps we can learn from 
their experience. After the Savior’s death, 
He appeared to these people, taught them, 
and blessed them. And then “it came to 
pass that he commanded that their little 
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children should be brought” (3 Nephi 
17:11).

It is our sacred responsibility as parents 
and leaders of this rising generation of 
children to bring them to the Savior so 
that they might see His face and the face 
of our Father in Heaven as well. As we do 
so, we also bring ourselves. 

Again the question, how do we do this, 
especially in a world that is full of dis-
tractions? In 3 Nephi, the parents loved 
the Lord. They were believers. They had 
faith in the miracles Jesus performed. 
They loved their children. They gathered 
them to hear the words of the Lord and 
obeyed His commandment to bring the 
children to Him. 

After the children had been brought, 
Christ bid the parents kneel down. Then 
He did for them that which He has done 
for all of us. He prayed for them to the 
Father, and as He did, His prayer was said 
to be “so great and marvelous” that words 
could not describe it (3 Nephi 17:16). By 
coming to the Savior and accepting His 
Atonement, these parents were strength-
ened to do all that was necessary to “bring” 
their children. 

Another of the things Christ asked 
these parents to do is found in 3 Nephi 
22:13: “All thy children shall be taught 
of the Lord; and great shall be the peace 
of thy children.”

And so, following their own experi-
ences with the Savior, these Nephite par-
ents taught their children about Him. They 
taught them to love the Lord. They taught 
them His gospel. They taught them how to 
live it. They taught them so well that there 
was righteousness and peace in the land 
for 200 years (see 4 Nephi 1:1–22).

A pattern to follow

Now, I would ask you to look around 
you at those you love. This is what mat-
ters most—our families. I am sure that 
more than anything, you want this fam-
ily to be yours eternally. The account in 
3 Nephi can help us bring our children to 

Him because it gives us a pattern to fol-
low. First, we must love the Lord with all 
our hearts, and we must love our children. 
Second, we must become a worthy ex-
ample to them by continually seeking the 
Lord and striving to live the gospel. Third, 
we must teach our children the gospel and 
how to live its teachings. 

Following this pattern to bring our chil-
dren to the Savior is a process. Let’s look 
at the pattern again. First, we must learn 
how to love the Lord and our families. 
This takes time, experience, and faith. It 
requires selfless service. Then, as we are 
filled with the love of the Lord, we can 
love. He might weep over what we do, 
but He loves us and is always there to help 
us. That is how we must learn to love our 
children.

Second, we must become worthy ex-
amples. This is also a process. If we want 
our children to come to Christ so that they 
might see His face, it is important that we 
seek to see it as well. We have to know the 
way in order to show it to them. We must 
put our own lives in order so that the chil-
dren can look to us and follow. We might 
ask: “What do my children see when they 
look at my face? Do they see the image of 
the Savior in my countenance because of 
how I live my life?” 

Now, remember, none of us will be the 
perfect example for our children, but we 
all can become worthy parents and lead-
ers. Our striving to be worthy is an exam-
ple in itself. We may feel as though we are 
failing at times, but we can keep on trying. 
With the Lord and through Him, we can 
be strengthened to be who we need to be. 
We can do what we need to do.

And third, we have the process of 
bringing our children to the Savior by 
teaching them the truths of the gospel 
from the scriptures and the prophets and 
by helping them to feel and recognize the 
Spirit. Even very young children can un-
derstand and accept things of an eternal 
nature. They love the scriptures, and they 
love the prophet. They intuitively want to 
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be good. It is up to us to help them keep 
that connection to heaven open. It is up 
to us to protect them from influences that 
detract from the Spirit. We can find help 
and direction in the scriptures. Then we 
can teach our children to find their own 
answers there. We can teach our children 
correct principles and help them apply 
those principles to their lives. We can di-
rect them toward the Spirit so that they can 
receive their own witness of the truths they 
are learning. We can help them find the joy 
of living the gospel. This will build a firm 
foundation of faith and obedience in their 
lives that will strengthen them.

Angels sent to bless the children

Now, all of this does not come easily. 
The Nephite account says that those fam-
ilies had 200 years of peace. But surely it 
took great effort. It takes a lot of hard work 
and patience and faith, but nothing is more 
important or rewarding. And the Lord will 
help us, for He loves these children even 
more than we do. He loves them, and He 
will bless them. 

You will remember that He blessed the 
Nephite children individually and by pray-
ing for them (see 3 Nephi 17:14–17, 21). 
Then “he spake unto the multitude, and 
said unto them: Behold your little ones.

“And as they looked to behold they cast 
their eyes towards heaven, and they saw 
the heavens open, and they saw angels de-
scending out of heaven as it were in the 
midst of fire; and they came down and 
encircled those little ones about, and they 
were encircled about with fire; and the 
angels did minister unto them” (3 Nephi 
17:23–24).

How can our children experience bless-
ings like these today? Elder M. Russell 
Ballard has said, “Clearly, those of us 
who have been entrusted with precious 
children have been given a sacred, noble 
stewardship, for we are the ones God has 
appointed to encircle today’s children with 
love and the fire of faith and an under-
standing of who they are” (“Great Shall 
Be the Peace of Thy Children,” Ensign, 
Apr. 1994, 60).

Brothers and sisters, we are the angels 
that Heavenly Father has sent today to 
bless the children, and we can help them 
to one day see the face of the Savior as 
we teach the principles of the gospel and 
fill our homes with the joy of living them. 
Together we can come to know Him. We 
can feel of His love and His blessings. And 
through Him we can return to the presence 
of the Father. We do this as we are willing 
to be obedient, faithful, and diligent in 
following His teachings. 

“Verily, thus saith the Lord: It shall 
come to pass that every soul who forsaketh 
his sins and cometh unto me, and calleth 
on my name, and obeyeth my voice, and 
keepeth my commandments, shall see my 
face and know that I am” (D&C 93:1).

Brothers and sisters, I know that God 
lives. Jesus Christ is His Son, our Savior 
and Redeemer. He has invited us to come 
unto Him and has commanded us to bring 
our children, that we, together, might 
see His face and live eternally with Him 
and with our Father in Heaven. It is my 
prayer that we might all work to receive 
this great blessing, in the name of Jesus 
Christ, amen.

Elder Quentin L. Cook

The events of Easter

It is a significant responsibility to 
speak on Easter Sunday to Latter-day 

Saints across the world, who love our 
Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. We cele-
brate this morning His victory over death. 
We cherish our understanding and feel 
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