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Facilitating revelation

In order to more effectively teach the 
things pertaining to righteousness, it is 
important to understand that, in addition 
to imparting information, we must facili-
tate revelation. This way, the person being 
taught can feel the desire to know these 
principles for himself or herself.

The Lord revealed to Hyrum Smith 
through his brother the Prophet Joseph 
Smith:

“I will impart unto you of my Spirit, 
which shall enlighten your mind, which 
shall fill your soul with joy;

“And then shall ye know . . . all things 
whatsoever you desire of me, which are 
pertaining unto things of righteousness, 
in faith believing in me that you shall re-
ceive” (D&C 11:13–14).

In conclusion, the scriptures warn us 
of the danger of dying as to things per-
taining to righteousness and of the serious 

consequences this has for those who, hav-
ing been enlightened by the Spirit of God, 
fall into sin and transgression.

Teaching the things pertaining to righ-
teousness is an important element in help-
ing people come to a knowledge of the 
truth, be converted, and remain firm in 
the faith of Christ unto the end.

Parents have the sacred duty to teach 
their children regarding things pertaining 
to righteousness. Leaders and teachers can 
watch over and nourish the members un-
der their care, diligently teaching them all 
things pertaining to righteousness.

This can be achieved more effectively if 
revelation is facilitated during the teaching 
process, thus creating in the people the de-
sire to be enlightened by the Spirit of God. 
Then as they exercise faith, the Spirit can 
make known to them the things pertaining 
unto righteousness. Of these things I testify 
in the name of Jesus Christ, amen.

Elder Neil L. Andersen

When you are assigned to speak at the 
end of the final session of general con-
ference, you listen to every word, won-
dering which parts of your talk will be 
given before your turn comes. There are 
no assigned subjects, no collaboration of 
themes. The Lord’s way, of course, is al-
ways the best way. He takes the individ-
ual prayerful efforts of each speaker and 
orchestrates a spiritual symphony full of 
revelation and power. Repeated themes, 
principle building upon principle, pro-
phetic warnings, uplifting promises—the 
divine harmony is a miracle! I testify that 
in this conference we have heard and felt 
the mind and will of the Lord.

Preparing the rising generation

President Thomas S. Monson has de-
scribed the rising generation as “the very 

best ever” 1 and has said to our youth: “You 
have come to this earth at a glorious time. 
The opportunities before you are nearly 
limitless.” 2 But he also warned, “We have 
been placed on earth in troubled times.” 3 
“It is a time of permissiveness, with soci-
ety in general routinely disregarding and 
breaking the laws of God.” 4 “We are sur-
rounded by so much that is designed to 
divert our attention.” 5 “The adversary is 
using every means possible to ensnare us 
in his web of deceit.” 6

We hold in our arms the rising gener-
ation. They come to this earth with im-
portant responsibilities and great spiritual 
capacities. We cannot be casual in how we 
prepare them. Our challenge as parents 
and teachers is not to create a spiritual 
core in their souls but rather to fan the 
flame of their spiritual core already aglow 
with the fire of their premortal faith.
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“Tell me the stories of Jesus”

This afternoon I wish to emphasize the 
plea of a child from a Primary song:

Tell me the stories of Jesus I love to 
hear,

Things I would ask him to tell me if he 
were here. 7

In our world today, each child, each 
young man and young woman needs his 
or her own conversion to the truth. Each 
needs his or her own light, his or her own 
“steadfast and immovable” 8 faith in the 
Lord Jesus Christ, independent of parents, 
youth leaders, and supportive friends.

The stories of Jesus can be like a rush-
ing wind across the embers of faith in the 
hearts of our children. Jesus said, “I am the 
way, the truth, and the life.” 9 The stories of 
Jesus shared over and over bring faith in 
the Lord Jesus Christ and strength to the 
foundation of testimony. Can you think of 
a more valuable gift for our children?

Are the life and teachings of Jesus 
Christ embedded in the minds and souls 
of our children? Do they think about the 
Savior’s life when they wonder what to do 
in their own lives? This will be more and 
more important in the years ahead.

Have our children visualized the pre-
mortal council, 10 where Jesus—the greatest 
of all—declared, “Here am I, send me”? 11 
Do they see their own willingness to serve 
as following His example?

Do they think about His humble birth, 12 
the Savior of the world lying in a manger? 13 
Do His circumstances help them better 
understand the proper place of material 
possessions?

Do they know that Jesus often taught, 
“Ask, and ye shall receive”? 14 Do His 
prayers of thankfulness 15 and His plead-
ings to His Father 16 flow through our chil-
dren’s minds as they kneel in prayer with 
their own concerns?

Have we told them of the love Jesus 
has for children, how He held them in His 
arms, prayed for them, and wept? 17 Do 

our children know that Jesus stands ready 
“with open arms to receive [them]”? 18

Do they take strength in the stories of 
Jesus fasting 19—as we teach them the law 
of the fast?

In their own loneliness, do our children 
know the loneliness the Savior felt as His 
friends deserted Him and as He asked His 
Apostles, “Will ye also go away?” 20

Have our children felt the power of 
the Savior’s miracles? Jesus healed the 
leper, 21 gave sight to the blind. 22 He fed 
the 5,000, 23 calmed the sea, 24 and raised 
Lazarus from the dead. 25 Do our children 
believe that “it is by faith that miracles are 
wrought,” 26 and do they pray for miracles 
in their own lives?

Have our children taken courage from 
the Savior’s words to the ruler of the syn-
agogue: “Be not afraid, only believe”? 27

Do our children know about His per-
fect life, 28 His selfless ministry, His be-
trayal and cruel Crucifixion? 29 Have we 
testified to them of the certainty of His 
Resurrection, 30 of His visit to the Nephites 
in the Americas, 31 of His appearance to 
the Prophet Joseph Smith in the Sacred 
Grove? 32

Do they anticipate His majestic return, 
when all will be made right and every knee 
will bow and every tongue confess that 
Jesus is the Christ? 33

Do our children say, “Tell me the sto-
ries of Jesus I love to hear”? 34

Speak about the Savior

To the youth and children: Live up to 
your important responsibilities and great 
spiritual capacities. Seek to know more 
about Jesus; open the scriptures. One idea 
would be to read again the book of John 
and then discuss it with your parents, 
teachers, and each other.

To fathers and mothers, to grandfathers 
and grandmothers, and to those without 
children of their own who lovingly nurture 
children and youth, my counsel is to speak 
more frequently about Jesus Christ. In His 
holy name is great spiritual power. “There 
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[is] no other name given nor any other way 
. . . whereby salvation can come unto the 
children of men, only in and through the 
name of Christ.” 35

To mothers who are raising their chil-
dren without a father in the home, I prom-
ise you that as you speak of Jesus Christ, 
you will feel the power of heaven blessing 
you.

After her husband passed away, Sister 
Stella Oaks raised her three young chil-
dren (including Elder Dallin H. Oaks 36) 
as a single mother. She once said: “I was 
given to know that the Lord loved me and 
that I would be made equal to my mission. 
I felt an encircling love . . . [and knew] he 
[would sustain] us through the opposition 
that [would] arise.” 37

I make a special appeal to fathers: 
Please be an important part of talking to 
your children about the Savior. They need 
the confirming expressions of your faith, 
along with those of their mother.

Although there may be times when a 
child does not listen with a believing heart, 
your testimony of Jesus will remain in his 
or her mind and soul. Do you remember 
the story of Alma, who had chosen the 
wrong path? Returning, he said: 

“I remembered . . . my father [speak-
ing] . . . concerning the coming of . . . 
Jesus Christ . . . to atone for the sins of 
the world.

“. . . As my mind caught hold upon this 
thought, I cried within my heart: O Jesus, 
thou Son of God, have mercy on me.” 38

If a child is not listening, don’t despair. 
Time and truth are on your side. At the 
right moment, your words will return as 
if from heaven itself. Your testimony will 
never leave your children.

As you reverently speak about the 
Savior—in the car, on the bus, at the din-
ner table, as you kneel in prayer, during 
scripture study, or in late-night conversa-
tions—the Spirit of the Lord will accom-
pany your words. 39

As you do your best, the testimony 
of Jesus will gently distill upon your 

children’s hearts. They will go to their 
Heavenly Father in humble prayer and 
feel His influence through the power of 
the Holy Ghost. A stronger personal faith 
in Jesus Christ will prepare them for the 
challenges they will most surely face. 40

Strength from faith in Jesus Christ

I met Bill Forrest and Debbie Hutchings 
when we were students at Brigham Young 
University. Bill had returned from his 
mission. He and Debbie fell in love and 
were married in the Oakland California 
Temple. They established their home in 
Mesa, Arizona, and were blessed with five 
sons and two daughters. Bill and Debbie 
taught their children to love the Lord Jesus 
Christ as they loved Him. Their son, Elder 
Daniel Forrest, currently serving in the 
Mexico Oaxaca Mission, said, “Every 
morning without fail we were there at the 
table before school reading and discussing 
the scriptures.”

Their daughter Kara, now married 
with two children of her own, still viv-
idly remembers her father driving her to 
early morning activities in high school. 
She said, “My dad enjoyed committing 
quotes, scriptures, and poems to memory, 
[and during those early morning drives] 
we would practice reciting them.” One of 
his favorite scriptures was “Remember, 
remember that it is upon the rock of our 
Redeemer, who is Christ, the Son of God, 
that ye must build your foundation; that 
when the devil shall send forth his mighty 
winds, . . . [he] shall have no power over 
you to drag you down . . . , because of the 
rock upon which ye are built.” 41

On the Friday before Easter Sunday 
in the year 2000, exactly 10 years ago, 
Bill Forrest was serving as bishop of the 
Estate Groves Ward in Arizona. On his 
drive to work, only a mile from home, 
his car was struck by a large gravel truck. 
Debbie and the children left home shortly 
after Bill and unexpectedly came upon 
the tragic scene. Bill had not survived 
the accident. The immortal spirit of this 
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beloved husband and father had suddenly 
been taken home to Him who overcame 
death, the Son of God, whose glorious 
Resurrection they were to have celebrated 
together that Easter Sunday.

How did Debbie and her seven children 
(the youngest only 5) find the strength 
they needed? Kara, 15 at the time of her 
father’s accident, recently told me: “I am 
grateful to my [mother and father] for 
the ways that they taught me [about the 
Savior]. They opened the scriptures with 
me, prayed with me, and were examples of 
[the Savior’s] charity, love, and patience. 
. . . Easter [is] a tender time in my life 
each year as I reflect on the life, mission, 
and Resurrection of our Savior and am re-
minded of the life of my earthly father.”

Elder Daniel Forrest said: “I was 10 
years old when my father passed away. 
It was a tough time. . . . My mother has 
always been an example of the Savior’s 
teachings. I carry with me my father’s 
name badge from his mission to Spain. 
[Two] of my favorite quotes from my 
father [are]: ‘Two men can do anything as 
long as one of them is the Lord’ and ‘The 
Savior must be our foundation. Without 
that we flounder.’”

Faith in Jesus Christ has filled the 
hearts of the Forrest children. On this 
Easter weekend, 10 years since their 
father’s passing, they miss him deeply, 
but the sting of his death is “swallowed 
up in Christ.” 42 They know, because of 
the incalculable gift of the Savior, they 
can be with their earthly father and their 
Heavenly Father again.

Tell me the stories of Jesus.
In a moment we will hear from the 

prophet of God. In speaking of His 
prophet, the Lord said, “His word ye shall 
receive, as if from mine own mouth.” 43 I 
testify that President Thomas S. Monson is 
the Lord’s mouthpiece upon the earth.

I testify that Jesus is the Christ, the Savior 
of all mankind. His life, His Atonement, 
His Resurrection, His awaited return are 
as sure and certain as the rising sun. His 

name be praised forever and ever. 44 In the 
holy name of Jesus Christ, amen.
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President Eyring

As we conclude the conference, we 
express appreciation to the Tabernacle 
Choir, the choir from the Orem Institute 
of Religion, and the priesthood choir from 
Brigham Young University and their con-
ductors and organists for the beautiful and 
inspiring music. We also extend thanks to 
all who have participated in any way in 
these proceedings.

Our concluding speaker at this session 
will be our beloved prophet, President 
Thomas S. Monson. Following President 
Monson’s remarks, the choir will sing our 
closing hymn, “Abide with Me; ’Tis Even-
tide.” After the music, the benediction will 
be offered by Bishop Richard C. Edgley of 
the Presiding Bishopric. This conference 
will then be adjourned for six months.

President Thomas S. Monson

Trust in the Lord

This has been a wonderful closing ses-
sion. I’ve seldom heard such fine sermons 
taught in so few words as we’ve experienced 
today. We’re all here because we love the 
Lord. We want to serve Him. Our Heavenly 
Father is mindful of us. Of that I testify. I 
acknowledge His hand in all things.

One brief scripture:
“Trust in the Lord with all thine 

heart; and lean not unto thine own un-
derstanding.

“In all thy ways acknowledge him, and 
he shall direct thy paths.” 1

That has been the story of my life.

An inspiring conference

My dear brothers and sisters, we come 
now to the conclusion of a most uplifting 
and inspiring conference. After listening 
to the counsel and testimonies of those 
who have spoken to us, I believe we have 
been richly blessed and are all more deter-
mined to live the principles of the gospel 
of Jesus Christ. It has been good for us to 
be here. We express our gratitude to each 
one who has spoken to us, as well as to 
those who have offered prayers.

The music has been magnificent. I am 
reminded of the scripture found in the 
Doctrine and Covenants: “For my soul 
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