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SATURDAY MORNING SESSION

The first session of the 181st Annual 
General Conference of The Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints convened 
in the Conference Center in Salt Lake City, 
Utah, at 10:00 a.m. on Saturday, April 2, 
2011. President Dieter F. Uchtdorf con-
ducted this session. 

Music was provided by the Taberna-
cle Choir, directed by Mack Wilberg and 
Ryan Murphy, with Clay Christiansen and 
Richard Elliott as the organists. To begin 
this session, the choir sang “Rejoice, the 
Lord Is King!” President Uchtdorf then 
made the following remarks.

President Dieter F. Uchtdorf

My dear brothers and sisters, we wel-
come you to the first session of the 181st 
Annual General Conference of The Church 
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints and 
extend a special welcome to members and 
friends participating here in the Conference 
Center and throughout the world, wherever 
you may be. President Thomas S. Monson, 
who presides at this conference, has asked 
that I conduct this session.

We acknowledge the General Authori-
ties and the general auxiliary presidencies 
in attendance at this conference.

As we begin this morning, we make 
note that this conference marks the 75th 

anniversary of the Church welfare pro-
gram. What a wonderful occasion.

The music for this session will be by 
the Tabernacle Choir, under the direction 
of Mack Wilberg and Ryan Murphy, with 
Clay Christiansen and Richard Elliott at 
the organ. The choir opened this session 
by singing “Rejoice, the Lord Is King!” 
and will now favor us with “Glory to 
God on High.” The invocation will then 
be offered by Elder Allan F. Packer of the 
Seventy.

The choir sang “Glory to God on 
High.”

Elder Allan F. Packer offered the 
invocation.

President Uchtdorf

It will now be our privilege to hear from 
our beloved prophet, President Thomas S. 
Monson. Following his remarks, the choir 
will sing “We Listen to a Prophet’s Voice.” 
At the conclusion of the singing, we shall 
hear from Elder L. Tom Perry of the Quo-
rum of the Twelve Apostles, after which 
Sister Jean A. Stevens, first counselor in 
the Primary general presidency, will ad-
dress us. We will then be pleased to hear 
from Elder Walter F. González of the Pres-
idency of the Seventy.

President Thomas S. Monson

When this building was planned, we 
thought we’d never fill it. Just look at it 
now.

My beloved brothers and sisters, how 
good it is to be together once again as 
we begin the 181st Annual General Con-
ference of The Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-day Saints.

Laie Hawaii Temple rededication

The past six months seem to have passed 
rapidly as I’ve been busy with many re-
sponsibilities. One of the great blessings 
during this time was to rededicate the 
beautiful Laie Hawaii Temple, which had 
been undergoing extensive renovations for 
nearly two years. I was accompanied by 

2



PRESIDENT THOMAS S. MONSON

President and Sister Henry B. Eyring, Elder 
and Sister Quentin L. Cook, and Elder and 
Sister William R. Walker. During the eve-
ning prior to the rededication, which took 
place during November, we watched 2,000 
young people from the temple district as 
they filled the Cannon Activities Center on 
the BYU–Hawaii campus and performed 
for us. Their production was titled “The 
Gathering Place” and creatively and mas-
terfully recounted significant events in lo-
cal Church history and the history of the 
temple. What a wonderful evening it was!

The following day was a spiritual feast 
as the temple was rededicated in three ses-
sions. The Spirit of the Lord was with us 
in rich abundance.

Announcement of new temples

We continue to build temples. It is my 
privilege this morning to announce three 
additional temples for which sites are be-
ing acquired and which, in coming months 
and years, will be built in the following lo-
cations: Fort Collins, Colorado; Meridian, 
Idaho; and Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada. 
They will certainly be a blessing to our 
members in those areas.

Each year millions of ordinances are 
performed in the temples. May we con-
tinue to be faithful in performing such 
ordinances, not only for ourselves but 
also for our deceased loved ones who are 
unable to do so for themselves.

Humanitarian aid for Japan

The Church continues to provide hu-
manitarian aid in times of disaster. Most 
recently our hearts and our help have 
gone out to Japan following the devas-
tating earthquake and tsunami and the 
resultant nuclear challenges. We have 
distributed over 70 tons of supplies, in-
cluding food, water, blankets, bedding, 
hygiene items, clothing, and fuel. Our 

young single adults have volunteered their 
time to locate missing members using the 
Internet, social media, and other modern 
means of communication. Members are 
delivering aid via scooters provided by 
the Church to areas that are difficult to 
reach by car. Service projects to assemble 
hygiene kits and cleaning kits are being 
organized in multiple stakes and wards in 
Tokyo, Nagoya, and Osaka. Thus far, over 
40,000 hours of service have been donated 
by more than 4,000 volunteers. Our help 
will be ongoing in Japan and in any other 
areas where there is need.

Contributions to Church funds

My brothers and sisters, I thank you for 
your faith and devotion to the gospel, for 
the love and care you show to one another, 
and for the service you provide in your 
wards and branches and stakes and dis-
tricts. Thank you, as well, for your faith-
fulness in paying your tithes and offerings 
and for your generosity in contributing to 
the other funds of the Church.

As of the end of the year 2010, there 
were 52,225 missionaries serving in 340 
missions throughout the world. Missionary 
work is the lifeblood of the kingdom. May 
I suggest that if you are able, you might 
consider making a contribution to the 
General Missionary Fund of the Church.

Now, brothers and sisters, we are anx-
ious to listen to the messages which will 
be presented to us today and tomorrow. 
Those who will address us have sought 
heaven’s help and direction as they have 
prepared their messages. That we may 
be filled with the Spirit of the Lord and 
be uplifted and inspired as we listen and 
learn is my prayer. In the name of Jesus 
Christ, amen.

The choir sang “We Listen to a 
Prophet’s Voice.”
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