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these wonderful, choice daughters of our 
Heavenly Father and court them and be 
willing to make and keep sacred covenants 
in the Lord’s house.” She concluded, 
“There are many single LDS men here 
that are happy to go out and have fun, and 
date and hang out, but have absolutely no 
desire to ever make any kind of commit-
ment to a woman.” 7

I am sure that some anxiously seeking 
young men would want me to add that 
there are some young women whose de-
sires for a worthy marriage and children 
rank far below their desires for a career or 
other mortal distinctions. Both men and 
women need righteous desires that will 
lead them to eternal life.

Let us remember that desires dictate 
our priorities, priorities shape our choices, 
and choices determine our actions. In ad-
dition, it is our actions and our desires that 
cause us to become something, whether a 
true friend, a gifted teacher, or one who 
has qualified for eternal life.

I testify of Jesus Christ, whose love, 
whose teachings, and whose Atonement 
make it all possible. I pray that above all 
else we will desire to become like Him so 
that one day we can return to His presence 
to receive the fulness of His joy. In the 
name of Jesus Christ, amen.
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President Uchtdorf

Thank you, brethren.
We remind the brethren of the general 

priesthood meeting, which will commence 
in the Conference Center this evening at 
6:00 mountain daylight time.

The nationwide Tabernacle Choir 
broadcast tomorrow morning will be from 
9:30 to 10:00 mountain daylight time. The 
Sunday morning session of conference 
will immediately follow.

We express appreciation to the com-
bined choir from BYU–Idaho for the 
beautiful music they have provided this 
afternoon and to those who have spoken 
to us in this session of conference.

Elder M. Russell Ballard of the Quo-
rum of the Twelve Apostles will be our 
concluding speaker at this session. Fol-
lowing Elder Ballard’s remarks, the choir 
will sing our closing hymn, “Let Zion in 
Her Beauty Rise.” The benediction will 
then be offered by Elder Michael T. Ring-
wood of the Seventy.

Elder M. Russell Ballard

Finding hope amid challenges

Brothers and sisters, I hope those of 
you visiting Salt Lake will take the oppor-
tunity to enjoy the colors and fragrances 

of the beautiful spring flowers on Temple 
Square.

Spring brings a renewal of light and 
life—reminding us, through the cycle 
of seasons, of the life, sacrifice, and 
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Resurrection of our Lord and Redeemer, 
Jesus Christ, for “all things bear record of 
[Him]” (Moses 6:63).

Against this beautiful backdrop of 
spring and its symbolism of hope, there 
is a world of uncertainty, complexity, 
and confusion. The demands of everyday 
life—education, jobs, raising children, 
Church administration and callings, 
worldly activities, and even the pain and 
sorrow of unexpected illness and trag-
edy—can wear us down. How can we 
free ourselves from this tangled web of 
challenges and uncertainties to find peace 
of mind and happiness?

Flecks of gold

Oftentimes we are like the young mer-
chant from Boston who in 1849, as the 
story goes, was caught up in the fervor 
of the California gold rush. He sold all of 
his possessions to seek his fortune in the 
California rivers, which he was told were 
filled with gold nuggets so big that one 
could hardly carry them.

Day after endless day, the young man 
dipped his pan into the river and came up 
empty. His only reward was a growing pile 
of rocks. Discouraged and broke, he was 
ready to quit, until one day an old, expe-
rienced prospector said to him, “That’s 
quite a pile of rocks you are getting there, 
my boy.”

The young man replied, “There’s no 
gold here. I’m going back home.”

Walking over to the pile of rocks, the 
old prospector said, “Oh, there is gold, all 
right. You just have to know where to find 
it.” He picked two rocks up in his hands 
and crashed them together. One of the 
rocks split open, revealing several flecks 
of gold sparkling in the sunlight.

Noticing a bulging leather pouch fas-
tened to the prospector’s waist, the young 
man said, “I’m looking for nuggets like the 
ones in your pouch, not just tiny flecks.”

The old prospector extended his pouch 
toward the young man, who looked inside, 

expecting to see several large nuggets. 
He was stunned to see that the pouch was 
filled with thousands of flecks of gold.

The old prospector said, “Son, it seems 
to me you are so busy looking for large 
nuggets that you’re missing filling your 
pouch with these precious flecks of gold. 
The patient accumulation of these little 
flecks has brought me great wealth.”

This story illustrates the spiritual truth 
that Alma taught his son Helaman:

“By small and simple things are great 
things brought to pass. . . .

“. . . And by very small means the Lord 
. . . bringeth about the salvation of many 
souls” (Alma 37:6–7).

Brothers and sisters, the gospel of 
Jesus Christ is simple, no matter how 
much we try to make it complicated. We 
should strive to keep our lives similarly 
simple, unencumbered by extraneous 
influences, focused on those things that 
matter most.

The pure love of Christ

What are the precious, simple things of 
the gospel that bring clarity and purpose 
to our lives? What are the flecks of gospel 
gold whose patient accumulation over the 
course of our lifetime will reward us with 
the ultimate treasure—the precious gift of 
eternal life?

I believe there is one simple but pro-
found—even sublime—principle that en-
compasses the entirety of the gospel of 
Jesus Christ. If we wholeheartedly em-
brace this principle and make it the focus 
of our lives, it will purify and sanctify us 
so we can live once again in the presence 
of God.

The Savior spoke of this principle when 
He answered the Pharisee who asked, 
“Master, which is the great commandment 
in the law?

“Jesus said unto him, Thou shalt love 
the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and 
with all thy soul, and with all thy mind.

“This is the first and great commandment.
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“And the second is like unto it, Thou 
shalt love thy neighbour as thyself” (Mat-
thew 22:36–39).

It is only when we love God and Christ 
with all of our hearts, souls, and minds 
that we are able to share this love with our 
neighbors through acts of kindness and 
service—the way that the Savior would 
love and serve all of us if He were among 
us today.

When this pure love of Christ—or 
charity—envelops us, we think, feel, and 
act more like Heavenly Father and Jesus 
would think, feel, and act. Our motivation 
and heartfelt desire are like unto that of 
the Savior. He shared this desire with His 
Apostles on the eve of His Crucifixion. 
He said:

“A new commandment I give unto you, 
That ye love one another; as I have loved 
you. . . .

“By this shall all men know that ye 
are my disciples, if ye have love one to 
another” (John 13:34–35).

The love the Savior described is an ac-
tive love. It is not manifested through large 
and heroic deeds but rather through simple 
acts of kindness and service.

Loving and serving others

There are myriad ways and circum-
stances in which we can serve and love 
others. May I suggest just a few.

At home

First, charity begins at home. The sin-
gle most important principle that should 
govern every home is to practice the 
Golden Rule—the Lord’s admonition 
that “all things whatsoever ye would that 
men should do to you, do ye even so to 
them” (Matthew 7:12). Take a moment 
and imagine how you would feel if you 
were on the receiving end of thoughtless 
words or actions. By our example, let us 
teach our family members to have love 
one for another.

In the Church

Another place where we have ample 
opportunity to serve is in the Church. 
Our wards and branches should be places 
where the Golden Rule always guides our 
words and actions toward each other. By 
treating each other kindly, speaking words 
of support and encouragement, and being 
sensitive to each other’s needs, we can 
create loving unity among ward members. 
Where charity exists, there is no place for 
gossip or unkind words.

Ward members, both adults and youth, 
can unite in meaningful service to bless 
the lives of others. Just two weeks ago, 
the President of the South America North-
west Area, Elder Marcus B. Nash of the 
Seventy, reported that by assigning “the 
strong in spirit to those that are weak,” 
they are rescuing hundreds of less-active 
adults and youth. Through love and ser-
vice, “one by one” they are coming back. 
These acts of kindness create a strong and 
lasting bond among everyone involved—
both the helpers and the helpees. So many 
precious memories are centered around 
such service.

When I think back on my many years of 
Church administration, some of my most 
profound memories are the times I joined 
with ward members to help someone.

For example, I remember as a bishop 
working alongside several active members 
of my ward as we cleaned out the silage pit 
at the stake welfare farm. This was not a 
pleasant assignment! A less-active brother 
who had not been to church for many years 
was invited to join with us. Because of the 
love and fellowship he felt with us as we 
worked and talked in that smelly silage 
pit, he came back to church and was later 
sealed in the temple to his wife and his 
children. Our fellowship through service 
has blessed his children, grandchildren, 
and now great-grandchildren. Many of 
them have served missions, have married 
in the temple, and are raising an eternal 
family—a great work wrought by a simple 
act, a small fleck of gold.
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In our communities

A third area where we can serve is in 
our communities. As a pure expression of 
our love and concern, we can reach out to 
those who have need of our help. Many of 
you have put on Helping Hands T-shirts 
and worked tirelessly to relieve suffering 
and improve your communities. Young 
single adults in the Sendai Japan Stake 
recently provided invaluable service in 
searching for members in the aftermath 
of the devastating earthquake and tsunami. 
There are countless ways to serve.

Through our heartfelt kindness and 
service, we can make friends with those 
whom we serve. From these friendships 
come better understanding of our devotion 
to the gospel and a desire to learn more 
about us.

My good friend Elder Joseph B. Wirth-
lin talked of the power of this principle 
when he said: “Kindness is the essence 
of greatness. .  .  . [It] is a passport that 
opens doors and fashions friends. It soft-
ens hearts and molds relationships that 
can last lifetimes” (in Conference Report, 
Apr. 2005, 27; or Ensign, May 2005, 26).

Through missionary service

Another way we can serve Heavenly 
Father’s children is through missionary 
service—not only as full-time missionar-
ies but also as friends and neighbors. The 
future growth of the Church will not hap-
pen through just knocking on strangers’ 
doors. It will happen when the members, 
along with our missionaries, filled with 
the love of God and Christ, discern needs 
and respond to those needs in the spirit of 
charitable service.

When we do this, brothers and sisters, 
the honest in heart will feel our sincerity 
and our love. Many will want to know 
more about us. Then and only then will the 
Church expand to fill all of the earth. This 
cannot be accomplished by missionaries 
alone but requires the interest and service 
of every member.

Small and simple acts of charity

In all of our service, we need to be 
sensitive to the promptings of the Holy 
Ghost. The still, small voice will let us 
know who needs our help and what we 
can do to help them.

President Spencer W. Kimball said: 
“It is vital that we serve each other in the 
kingdom. . . . So often, our acts of service 
consist of simple encouragement or of giv-
ing . . . help with mundane tasks, but what 
glorious consequences can flow . . . from 
small but deliberate deeds!” (Teachings 
of Presidents of the Church: Spencer W. 
Kimball [2006], 82).

And President Thomas S. Monson has 
counseled:

“The needs of others are ever present, 
and each of us can do something to help 
someone. . . .

“. . . Unless we lose ourselves in service 
to others, there is little purpose to our own 
lives” (in Conference Report, Oct. 2009, 
83; or Ensign, Nov. 2009, 85).

Brothers and sisters, may I reempha-
size that the most important attribute of 
Heavenly Father and of His Beloved Son 
that we should desire and seek to possess 
within our lives is the gift of charity, “the 
pure love of Christ” (Moroni 7:47). From 
this gift springs our capacity to love and 
to serve others as the Savior did.

The prophet Mormon taught us the su-
preme importance of this gift and told us 
how we can receive it: “Wherefore, my 
beloved brethren, pray unto the Father 
with all the energy of heart, that ye may 
be filled with this love, which he hath be-
stowed upon all who are true followers of 
his Son, Jesus Christ; that ye may become 
the sons of God; that when he shall appear 
we shall be like him, for we shall see him 
as he is; that we may have this hope; that 
we may be purified even as he is pure” 
(Moroni 7:48).

Great things are wrought through sim-
ple and small things. Like the small flecks 
of gold that accumulate over time into a 
large treasure, our small and simple acts of 
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kindness and service will accumulate into 
a life filled with love for Heavenly Father, 
devotion to the work of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and a sense of peace and joy each 
time we reach out to one another.

As we approach the Easter season, may 
we show our love and appreciation for the 
Savior’s atoning sacrifice through our sim-
ple, compassionate acts of service to our 

brothers and sisters at home, at church, 
and in our communities. For this I humbly 
pray in the name of Jesus Christ, amen.

The choir sang “Let Zion in Her 
Beauty Rise.”

Elder Michael T. Ringwood offered 
the benediction.

GENERAL PRIESTHOOD SESSION

The general priesthood session of the 
181st Annual General Conference con-
vened in the Conference Center at 6:00 
p.m. on Saturday, April 2, 2011. President 
Henry B. Eyring conducted this session.

A priesthood choir from the Ogden Utah 
and Logan Utah Institutes provided the 
music. Jerald F. Simon, J. Nyles Salmond, 
and Alan T. Saunders directed the choir, 
and Andrew Unsworth was the organist.

President Eyring opened the meeting 
with the following remarks.

President Henry B. Eyring

We welcome you, brethren, to the 
priesthood session of the 181st Annual 
General Conference of The Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. Presi-
dent Thomas S. Monson, who presides at 
the conference, has asked that I conduct 
this session.

These services are being relayed by 
satellite transmission to holders of the 
priesthood gathered in many locations 
throughout the world.

The singing during this session will be 
furnished by a priesthood choir from the 

Ogden Utah and Logan Utah Institutes, 
under the direction of Jerald F. Simon, 
J. Nyles Salmond, and Alan T. Saunders, 
with Andrew Unsworth at the organ.

The choir will open these services by 
singing “See the Mighty Priesthood Gath-
ered.” The invocation will then be offered 
by Elder Rafael E. Pino of the Seventy.

The choir sang “See the Mighty 
Priesthood Gathered.”

Elder Rafael E. Pino offered the 
invocation.

President Eyring

The choir will now favor us with 
“Guide Me to Thee.” After the choir has 
sung, Elder Neil L. Andersen of the Quo-
rum of the Twelve Apostles will speak to 
us, after which we shall hear from Elder 
Steven E. Snow of the Presidency of the 
Seventy. He will be followed by Brother 
Larry M. Gibson, first counselor in the 
Young Men general presidency.

The choir sang “Guide Me to Thee.”

Elder Neil L. Andersen

I speak tonight especially to the 12- to 
25-year-olds who hold the priesthood of 
God. We think about you a lot and we pray 

for you. I once told the story of our four-
year-old grandson giving his little brother 
a strong push. After consoling the crying 
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