
SUNDAY AFTERNOON SESSION

6. The Teachings of Spencer W. Kimball, ed. 
Edward L. Kimball (1982), 301.

7. Janice Kapp Perry, “I Love to See the 
Temple,” Children’s Songbook, 95.

The choir sang “The Spirit of God.”
Elder Tad R. Callister offered the 

benediction.

SUNDAY AFTERNOON SESSION

The fifth session of the 181st Annual 
General Conference convened in the Con-
ference Center at 2:00 p.m. on Sunday, 
April 3, 2011. President Henry B. Eyring 
conducted this session.

The Tabernacle Choir provided the 
music for this session. Mack Wilberg and 
Ryan Murphy directed the choir, and Linda 
Margetts and Bonnie Goodliffe were the 
organists. President Eyring made the fol-
lowing remarks as the meeting began. 

President Henry B. Eyring

Brothers and sisters, we welcome you 
this afternoon to the fifth and conclud-
ing session of the 181st Annual General 
Conference of The Church of Jesus Christ 
of Latter-day Saints. President Thomas S. 
Monson, who presides at this conference, 
has asked that I conduct this session.

We extend our greetings and bless-
ings to members of the Church and many 
friends everywhere who are participating 
in these proceedings by radio, television, 
the Internet, or satellite transmission.

The music for this session will be by 
the Tabernacle Choir, under the direction 

of Mack Wilberg and Ryan Murphy, with 
Linda Margetts and Bonnie Goodliffe at 
the organ.

We will now hear the choir sing “I Saw 
a Mighty Angel Fly,” and then the invo-
cation will be offered by Elder José A. 
Teixeira of the Seventy. The choir will 
then sing “I’m Trying to Be like Jesus.” 

The choir sang “I Saw a Mighty 
Angel Fly.”

Elder José A. Teixeira offered the 
invocation.

The choir sang “I’m Trying to Be like 
Jesus.”

President Eyring

Our first speaker this afternoon will be 
Elder Richard G. Scott of the Quorum of 
the Twelve Apostles. He will be followed 
by Elder D. Todd Christofferson of the 
Quorum of the Twelve Apostles. Follow-
ing Elder Christofferson’s remarks, we will 
hear from Elder Carl B. Pratt of the Seventy.

Elder Richard G. Scott

That beautiful message by this magnif-
icent choir describes, I think, the pattern 
of life for so many of us: “trying to be 
like Jesus.”

Two vital pillars: marriage and family

On July 16, 1953, my beloved Jeanene 
and I knelt as a young couple at an 

altar in the Manti Utah Temple. President 
Lewis R. Anderson exercised the sealing 
authority and pronounced us husband and 
wife, wedded for time and for all eternity. 
I have no power to describe the peace and 
serenity that come from the assurance that 
as I continue to live worthily, I will be able 
to be with my beloved Jeanene and our 
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children forever because of that sacred or-
dinance performed with the proper priest-
hood authority in the house of the Lord.

Our seven children are bound to us by 
the sacred ordinances of the temple. My 
precious wife, Jeanene, and two of our 
children are beyond the veil. They provide 
a powerful motivation for each remaining 
member of our family to live so that to-
gether we will receive all of the eternal 
blessings promised in the temple.

Two of the vital pillars that sustain 
Father in Heaven’s plan of happiness are 
marriage and the family. Their lofty sig-
nificance is underscored by Satan’s relent-
less efforts to splinter the family and to 
undermine the significance of temple or-
dinances, which bind the family together 
for eternity. The temple sealing has greater 
meaning as life unfolds. It will help you 
draw ever closer together and find greater 
joy and fulfillment in mortality.

“Go play with the children”

Once I learned an important lesson from 
my wife. I traveled extensively in my pro-
fession. I had been gone almost two weeks 
and returned home one Saturday morning. 
I had four hours before I needed to attend 
another meeting. I noticed that our little 
washing machine had broken down and 
my wife was washing the clothes by hand. 
I began to fix the machine.

Jeanene came by and said, “Rich, what 
are you doing?”

I said, “I’m repairing the washing 
machine so you don’t have to do this by 
hand.”

She said, “No. Go play with the 
children.”

I said, “I can play with the children 
anytime. I want to help you.”

Then she said, “Richard, please go play 
with the children.”

When she spoke to me that authorita-
tively, I obeyed.

I had a marvelous time with our chil-
dren. We chased each other around and 
rolled in the fall leaves. Later I went to my 

meeting. I probably would have forgotten 
that experience were it not for the lesson 
that she wanted me to learn.

The next morning about 4:00 a.m., 
I was awakened as I felt two little arms 
around my neck, a kiss on the cheek, and 
these words whispered in my ear, which 
I will never forget: “Dad, I love you. You 
are my best friend.”

If you are having that kind of experi-
ence in your family, you are having one 
of the supernal joys of life.

Counsel regarding marriage

If you are a young man of appropriate 
age and are not married, don’t waste time 
in idle pursuits. Get on with life and fo-
cus on getting married. Don’t just coast 
through this period of life. Young men, 
serve a worthy mission. Then make your 
highest priority finding a worthy, eternal 
companion. When you find you are devel-
oping an interest in a young woman, show 
her that you are an exceptional person that 
she would find interesting to know better. 
Take her to places that are worthwhile. 
Show some ingenuity. If you want to have 
a wonderful wife, you need to have her see 
you as a wonderful man and prospective 
husband.

If you have found someone, you can 
form an extraordinarily wonderful court-
ship and marriage and be very, very happy 
eternally by staying within the bounds of 
worthiness the Lord has established.

If you are married, are you faithful to 
your spouse mentally as well as phys-
ically? Are you loyal to your marriage 
covenants by never engaging in conversa-
tion with another person that you wouldn’t 
want your spouse to overhear? Are you 
kind and supportive of your spouse and 
children?

The importance of expressions of love

Brethren, do you lead out in family 
activities such as scripture study, family 
prayer, and family home evening, or does 

90



ELDER RICHARD G. SCOTT

your wife fill in the gap your lack of at-
tention leaves in the home? Do you tell 
your wife often how very much you love 
her? It will bring her great happiness. I’ve 
heard men tell me when I say that, “Oh, 
she knows.” You need to tell her. A woman 
grows and is greatly blessed by that reas-
surance. Express gratitude for what your 
spouse does for you. Express that love and 
gratitude often. That will make life far 
richer and more pleasant and purposeful. 
Don’t withhold those natural expressions 
of love. And it works a lot better if you 
are holding her close while you tell her.

I learned from my wife the importance 
of expressions of love. Early in our mar-
riage, often I would open my scriptures 
to give a message in a meeting, and I 
would find an affectionate, supportive 
note Jeanene had slipped into the pages. 
Sometimes they were so tender that I 
could hardly talk. Those precious notes 
from a loving wife were and continue 
to be a priceless treasure of comfort and 
inspiration.

I began to do the same thing with her, 
not realizing how much it truly meant to 
her. I remember one year we didn’t have 
the resources for me to give her a valen-
tine, so I decided to paint a watercolor on 
the front of the refrigerator. I did the best 
I could; only I made one mistake. It was 
enamel paint, not watercolor. She never 
let me try to remove that permanent paint 
from the refrigerator.

I remember one day I took some of 
those little round paper circles that form 
when you punch holes in paper, and I 
wrote on them the numbers 1 to 100. I 
turned each over and wrote her a message, 
one word on each circle. Then I scooped 
them up and put them in an envelope. I 
thought she would get a good laugh.

When she passed away, I found in her 
private things how much she appreciated 
the simple messages that we shared with 
each other. I noted that she had carefully 
pasted every one of those circles on a 
piece of paper. She not only kept my notes 

to her, but she protected them with plastic 
coverings as if they were a valuable trea-
sure. There is only one that she didn’t put 
with the others. It is still behind the glass 
in our kitchen clock. It reads, “Jeanene, it 
is time to tell you I love you.” It remains 
there and reminds me of that exceptional 
daughter of Father in Heaven.

As I have thought back over our life 
together, I realize how blessed we’ve been. 
We have not had arguments in our home 
or unkind words between us. Now I real-
ize that blessing came because of her. It 
resulted from her willingness to give, to 
share, and to never think of herself. In our 
later life together, I tried to emulate her 
example. I suggest that as husband and 
wife you do the same in your home.

Pure love is an incomparable, potent 
power for good. Righteous love is the 
foundation of a successful marriage. It 
is the primary cause of contented, well-
developed children. Who can justly mea-
sure the righteous influence of a mother’s 
love? What enduring fruits result from 
the seeds of truth that a mother carefully 
plants and lovingly cultivates in the fertile 
soil of a child’s trusting mind and heart? 
As a mother you have been given divine 
instincts to help you sense your child’s 
special talents and unique capacities. With 
your husband you can nurture, strengthen, 
and cause those traits to flower.

Loss of a son

It is so rewarding to be married. Mar-
riage is wonderful. In time you begin to 
think alike and have the same ideas and 
impressions. You have times when you 
are extremely happy, times of testing, and 
times of trial, but the Lord guides you 
through all of those growth experiences 
together.

One night our little son Richard, who 
had a heart problem, awoke crying. The 
two of us heard it. Normally my wife al-
ways got up to take care of a crying baby, 
but this time I said, “I’ll take care of him.”
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Because of his problem, when he began 
to cry, his little heart would pound very 
rapidly. He would throw up and soil the 
bed clothing. That night I held him very 
close to try to calm his racing heart and 
stop his crying as I changed his clothes 
and put on new bedsheets. I held him un-
til he went to sleep. I didn’t know then 
that just a few months later he would pass 
away. I will always remember holding him 
in my arms in the middle of that night.

I remember well the day he passed 
away. As Jeanene and I drove from the 
hospital, we pulled over to the side of the 
road. I held her in my arms. Each of us 
cried some, but we realized that we would 
have him beyond the veil because of the 
covenants we had made in the temple. That 
made his loss somewhat easier to accept.

Faith in the Lord’s promises

Jeanene’s kindness taught me so many 
valuable things. I was so immature, and 
she was so disciplined and so spiritual. 
Marriage provides an ideal setting for 
overcoming any tendency to be selfish or 
self-centered. I think one of the reasons 
that we are counseled to get married early 
in life is to avoid developing inappropriate 
character traits that are hard to change.

I feel sorry for any man who hasn’t 
yet made the choice to seek an eternal 
companion, and my heart weeps for the 
sisters who haven’t had the opportunity 

to marry. Some of you may feel lonely 
and unappreciated and cannot see how it 
will be possible for you to have the bless-
ings of marriage and children or your own 
family. All things are possible to the Lord, 
and He keeps the promises He inspires 
His prophets to declare. Eternity is a long 
time. Have faith in those promises and 
live to be worthy of them so that in His 
time the Lord can make them come true in 
your life. With certainty, you will receive 
every promised blessing for which you 
are worthy.

Please pardon me for speaking of my 
precious wife, Jeanene, but we are an 
eternal family. She was always joyously 
happy, and much of it came from service 
to others. Even while very ill, in her morn-
ing prayer she would ask her Father in 
Heaven to lead her to someone she could 
help. That sincere supplication was an-
swered time and again. The burdens of 
many were eased; their lives were bright-
ened. She was blessed continually for 
being an instrument directed by the Lord.

I know what it is to love a daughter 
of Father in Heaven who with grace and 
devotion lived the full feminine splendor 
of her righteous womanhood. I am con-
fident that when, in our future, I see her 
again beyond the veil, we will recognize 
that we have become even more deeply in 
love. We will appreciate each other even 
more, having spent this time separated by 
the veil. In the name of Jesus Christ, amen.

Elder D. Todd Christofferson

Heavenly Father’s high expectations

Our Heavenly Father is a God of high 
expectations. His expectations for us are 
expressed by His Son, Jesus Christ, in 
these words: “I would that ye should be 
perfect even as I, or your Father who is 
in heaven is perfect” (3 Nephi 12:48). He 
proposes to make us holy so that we may 
“abide a celestial glory” (D&C 88:22) and 

“dwell in his presence” (Moses 6:57). He 
knows what is required, and so, to make 
our transformation possible, He provides 
His commandments and covenants, the 
gift of the Holy Ghost, and most impor-
tant, the Atonement and Resurrection of 
His Beloved Son.

In all of this, God’s purpose is that we, 
His children, may be able to experience 
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